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AprHOR's PREPACE.. 
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T H E proper object of poeſy, from the nature thereof, 
and its relation to the human heart, is the Deity, and 
man in the principal ends of his exiſtence, conſequently re- 
ligion and vittue. The ſplendid ſcene of nature, with all 
its beauties, is exhibited to us, that from ſuch difplays we 
may know our infinitely adorable Creator, and by a right 
uſe of the creatures, which chiefly depends on a juſt taſte 
of goodneſs, beauty, and excellence, we may farm ourſelves 
to acquire that harmony of diſpoſitions and powers, which 
nature offers to our imitation, and which conſtitutes the ex- 
cellence and happineſs of the moral man. Therefore, when 
poeſy is called an imitation of nature, this, in its beſt ſenſe, 
means, that the poetical repreſentations of ſenſible beauties 
and gay images fhould ever be heightened by intellectual 
and moral beauties ; as in nature the beautiful and good 
are ever conjoined, and thoſe delightful objects which, on 
all ſides, attract our ſenſes, the Creator has inveſted with a 
thouſand perfections, qualities, and relations, as monuments 
of his wiſdom and goodneſs, and documents to man, and 
admonitions to the practice of virtve. 

They who have not any ſuch great idea of the worth and 
uſefulneſs of poeſy, may be aſſured that they are ſtrangew to 
man's nature, and the right deſignation and exerciſe of his 
faculties. Can they believe that an activity of ſoul, aſpir- 
ing to whatever is beautiful and excellent, a force of ima- 
gination ever conducted by a juſt taſte and attachment to 
truth, together with an mward harmony of ſoul ; I ſay, 
that all thoſe talents, ef which the total combination can 
alone form a real poet, were beſtowed by the Creator for any 
meaner ends, than to be employed in a manner ſuited to 


man's moſt exalted deſignation ; namely, to the glory ß 


God, to ſet forth his works and revelations, and to enflame 
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, 1 


8 . ? our 4 


Cel” 


our hearts with piety and virtue, and with convictive ener 
3 us in a right uſe of this life, and a preparation fer a 
tter. JFC | ; 
They who are ſo happy as to be acquainted with the 
_ writings of Homer, Pindar, Sophecles, and Euripides, well 
know that this was their idea of poetry; that they looked 
on the proper ſcope of it to be the advancement of religion, 
virtue, and morality ; and that, according to their ſeveral 
talents, and the circumſtances of their times and country, 
they acted up to that glorious view. Even Homer, whoſe 
_ divinity, as he was obliged to conform to the Grecian mo- 
del, is ſufficiently abſurd, abounds in ſuch excellent doctrines, 
with regard to religion in general, that I cannet conceive 
how any one can be offended with Homer, as deficient in 
moral beauties. Such cenſors, it may be preſumed, would 
knit their brows at Theophraſtus's or La Bruyere's charac- 
ters. | A ens 
With theſe few obſervations it has been thought proper 
to introduce this poem, that they may, at the Non time, 
| ſerve as a preface to the others, which ſome valuable friends 
of mine and myſelf are jointly publiſhing, and thus make 
known our ſentiments and purpoſes. © To illuſtrate and re- 
commend morality, to awaken in our readers a ſenſe of reli- 
gion and a love of virtue, to place before them examples of 
proper behaviour ſor men ef all claſſes in the ſeveral rela- 
tions of life, and likewiſe in extraordinary occurrences, is 
our profeſſed deſign; and if, at any time, our poems riſe 
in morality any thing above Homer himſelf, it is to be 
aſcribed to our divine religion. With us, truth and virtue 
alone deſerve the ornaments of poetry; we moſt heartily 
deſpiſe à wit void of that beauty which alone is pleaſing to 
the Creator: As ſcon could we gaze with pleaſure on a 
painted Meſſalina. I ſhall conclude with a paſſage from 
the ineſtimable Plato, but, alas! now among us quite un- 
known : I take upon me to affirm, that we have ao pre- 
«© tenſions to good taſte and genius, till we arrive at a teel- 
* ing knowledge of wiidem, fortitude, and love of liberty; 
4 till we are capable of more elevated thoughts, and more 


noble diſpoſitions, and have & right reliſh of thoſe vir- 


tues, and the portraitures of them. Poetry, indeed, is 


1 #863 


* to be eſteemed according to the pleaſure it gives us; yet, 


let it be remembered, that the beſt poem is always that 

*© which pleaſes the good and judicious, and eſpecially thoſe 

„ who more partieularly diſtinguiſh themſelves by diſcera- 

ment and moral excellency.”” þ 

Z,uricn, \ V | 
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TRIAL of ABRAHAM. 


AMATO 4: 


AUGHTER of Heaven! nurſed among Eden's 
blooming hills, in more than golden jimes, who 
didſt converſe with N daughters in the fra- 


grant ſhades of paradi 


e, their aſſociate moſt en- 


| dearing, thon goddeſs of ſong, parent of virtue, 
aid me to ſing the triumph of obedient faith, the trial of 
reſigned Abraham, who, at the divine command, ſubdu- 
ing natural affection, led his fon, a blooming youth, up 


Moriah as a dcitined victim; O teach me to celebrate hea- 


verly virtue in heavenly lays! From paſt ſcenes withdraw 


| the {hrouding night, open to me aſmiling proſpect of that 
delicious ſpot, where Sarah, inſtilling into the.youth early 
ſanclity, fitted him for futuze converſe with God and an- 


els. © Well were known to thee the tranſactions of that 
bleſſed family; thou wert preſent at the birth of ancient 
events; oft amidſt Mamre's oaks diſt thou walk, often in 


Haran didſt thou viſit the ſweet- featured Ribkah, whoſe 


wiſhed embraces were one day to reward Iſaac's virtue. 


” Indulge my requeſt, O ſacred. muſe ! Conſecrate me thy 
| pros; emulous am I of Bodmern's fame, taught by thee 


ow nobly he ſtrikes the lyre in wiſdom's praiſe ; with 
what a nervous flow he ſings the ways of providence, the 


arms of virtue, and the ſublimites of religion! By thee, 
_  ſaint-like muſe, were the bands of our amity tied; thee 
ſhall my advanced years thank. Serena thanks thee that 


one ſhining year of ray happy youth, interwoven with the 
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days of u ſage, has crowned my life : On that model ſorm 
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fay heart; form it to the noble ſimplicity, to the wiſdom 
of the early world, which our times know not ; fo ſhall I 
with more impaſſioned numbers diſplay the full beauty of 
ancient manners, of the patriarchal virtues, and of incor- 
rupt nature. From the grove where I ſing, avaunt, ye 
who languid trill in praiſe of fimpering Venus, or revelling 
roar to bloated Bacchus; in the ſqualid cellars of che licen- 
tious town, hold your brutal orgies, It is to you, ye well 

rincipled fair, I conſecrate my lays; to you, who ſupe- 
710r to a deluſery education, would bluſh to urhollow vir- 
tue's name, giving it to oſtentation or inane politeneſs : 
To you alſo I devote my lays, ye youths enamoured with 
wiſdoms permanent charms ; but chiefly thee have I in 
view beloved Serena, excellent maid! unknawn ornament 
of thy ſex, of human nature, to angels more known than 
to low-thoughted man. May the hymeneal union be the 


"rich recompence of my pious long ; elle, fame, ſpurn me 


from thy wings. 

morn, which, from Haran, where in Nahor's houſe he 
had dwelt a year with the affectiouate Milca, was to bring 
back lovely Iſdac, the Jon of the promiſe ; with expanded 
wings it ſkiramgd lucid over the plains along -which lay 
Iſaac's way: Abraham was already riſen, ard with fmil- 
ing looks fixed on the eaſtern hills, he often fancied that 
through the impurpled glimmer he difcerned the long-neck- 


ed camels, and his paternal heart rejoiced in the deception _ 
of his eyes. Now, at the call of morning, and a holy im- 


pelſe excited in him by the approach of God, be went up 


to a grove of ceders which crowned the ſummit of an adja- 


cent hi!! ; here he had ereQed an altar for more ſolemn wor- 


ſhip ; here with pure hands he burned to the Lord myrrh and 


caſſia; his oriſons aſcended with the grateful odours, and 


more grateful and higher their aſcent, through all the hea- 
vens, even to the*empyreal throne : Eternal goodneſs ! thus 
ſpoke the patriarch's heart and awed countenance, though 
ſilent his lips, thou whio didſt make choice of Abraham to 
declare thine infinite power to his kindred, author of that 
 bletiing which now reits on Have, thy beſt gift, the heir of 
thy promiſe, be thy ſervant permitted to ptaiſe thee,” proſ- 
RIES. 1 , 5 = 0 -  traie 


Now from theeaſtern hills advanced. ſerene the gladſome 


r 


trate in the duſt: Grant that we, whom on earth theu 
deigneſt to favour with a fight of thee, may perform all 
thy will, even as the celeſtial eſſences perform it; for thine 
awful word governs ſeraphs and cherubs. O may Iſaac 
walk with thee! O thou father of angels and men, indulge . 
the affectionate ſupplication of a father's ſolicitous heart! 
O prant me to ſee the dear youth endued with heavenly 
ſanctity, and worthy that the world's Saviour ſhould ariſe 
from his offspring! O may this daypſo ſerene and fair, re- 
fore him to thy ſuppliant! Thus prayed he with viſage 
fixed on the ground. -  _ 3 Re” 
And now a ſudden effulgence diffuſes itfelf over the hill, 
and with increaſing radiancy, like a cloud of light, moved 
through the azure ſky : Abraham lifted up his eyes, felt the 
preſence of the Deity ; an angel, by God's intuigive com- 
mand, deſcended inviſible, to ſtrengthen the ere of 
eyes: At one lock, for only of one is the human ſoul ca- 
pable, he ſaw the divine glory through inconceivable ranks 
of adoring angels, between them jehovah inthroned on 
cherubs ; celeſtial fcene, which verbal deſcription would 
 obſeure ! Under the divine aſpect the fon of earth ſunk 
down trembling, but not without delight, pervades his 
whole frame, and he worſhipped, falling on his face. 
Never had the Deity ſhewed himſelf to kim with ſuch © | 
200, "ha majeſty : Strange anxieties ſtir Wichia his breaſt, 
ut, ſtrengthened by the ambroſial light, he again raiſed 
himſelf ; when, from the deep filence of ſhakea heaven, 
iſſued Jehovah's tremendous voice: Abraham, take Iſaac 
thine only ſon, with him go into the land of Moriah, gnd 
there on a mountain, which I ſhall ſhew thee, ſacrifice him 
to me. Ab 3 „ 
Abraham again fell on his face, and without communi- 
cation of ſtrength from the divine glory, lifeleſs had he fall- 
en, firuck with the thunder of the ſevere command; yet 
pierced it to the marrow of his bones : Sharp as the Pangs 
were which rent his heart, he received the ftroke ſummiſ- 
| fively, not a ſiagle thought roſe in oppaſition to the divine 
word; he worſh;pped, weepiag in the duſt, ſtretched out 
befpre the Lord, and hi determined foal was now filled 
with more ptofound veucration and refigned 8 
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The omniſcient eye of God, to which faturity is preſent; 
and man's moſt hidden thoughts lie open, {aw into Abra- 
hams heart, ſaw the refigned obedience in which his ſoul 
with filent compoſure acquieſced ; he ſaw alſo the act and 
triumph of devoted faith, and tacitly bleffing his ſervant 
returned to heaven, In ſolemn ſilence cherubim and ſera- 
 Phim attended his way, and the 2thereal effulgence min- 
pled with the golden mon. x | 
Now the patriarch roſe to tories down from they ſacred 
hill: Weſt of his manſion Rood a grove of lofty oaks, ſorm- 
ing a creſcent around the peaceful cot; never had noon en- 
tered within its covert; and when the ſan ſtiet its hotteſt: 
beams through the ſultry atmoſphere; here twilight breath - 
ed the refreſhing cool ; fit place for ſecret intereouſe, or in - 
viting to meditation ! Hither Abraham withdrew, labour- 
ing under terrific ſenſations ; ſcarce more terrific ſenſations 
apitated Adam's fond heart, when expelled from paradite 
with his weeping Eve; her tears brightning her charms, he 
ſaw behind him the happy fields, flowery vales, and trees 
with golden frait'; the feſtal bower, once gay witneſs of 
their connubial endearments; now withering ; yet with mute 
ſorrow he eyed it whilſt in ſight; then turned his dejected 
looks towards his fature abode, which lay before him drea- 
ry, deſolate, and dark; ſad image of his changed life! 
Thus pry + and oppreſſed with thought, Abraham retired 
amidſt the lotemn oaks ; but ſoon his conflicted mind pow- 
erfully ſhook off the load of gloomy thbughts, and his ſen- 
fations; gradually cleared from perplexity, thus ſeverally 
vented themſelves; . 7 

When the Infinite ſpeaks; when he who makes the carth 
his footſtool enjoins, when God deigns to talk With angels 
or men, edge” op ſilence and immediate nc he 
comes them. He, ſource of wiſdom, planner. of ſacred de. 
ity, alone knows the divine decrees ; what is proper for 
him to do is well known to him; but the knowledge of 
cherubs it paſſeth ; with him the heavenly hoſt, were he to 
annihilate them with a blaſt of that breath which gave them 
being, could not contend. | Angels expiring with their laſt 
ſentiments muſt praiſe Jehovah the Lord of power, ſhould 
it be his pleaſure to ſilence * hymning voices by irretriev- 
2 82 5 able 


trate in the duſt: Grant that we, whom on earth then 
deigneſt to favour with a fight of thee, may perform al! 
thy will, even as the celeſtial eſſences perform it; for thine MW 
awful word governs ſeraphs and cherubs. O may Ilaac T7 
walk with thee! O thou father of angels and men, indulge 
the affectionate ſupplication of a father's ſolicitous heart! 
O grant me to ſee the dear youth endued with heavenly 
ſanctity, and worthy that the world's Saviour ſhould ariie M3 
from his offspring! O may this day; ſo ſerene and fair, re- 3 
fiore him to thy ſoppliant! Thus prayed he with viſage | 
fixed on the ground. | f 

And now a ſudden effulgence difuſes itſelf over the hill, | 


1 
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and with increafing radiancy, like a cloud of light, moved 
through the azure ſky : Abraham lifted up his eyes, felt the 
preſence of the Deity; an angel, by God's intuitive com- / | 
mand, deſcended invißble, to ſtrengthen the patriarch's - | 
eyes: At one lock, for only of one is the human foul ca- AF © 
pable, he ſaw the divine glory through inconceivable ranks TR 
of adoring angels, between them Jehovah inthroned on T 
cherubs; celeſtial fcene, which verbal deſcription would 
obleure]! Under the divice aſpect the fon of earth funk * 1 
down trembling, but not without delight, pervades his I 
whole frame, and he worſhipped, falling on his face. 
Never had the Deity ſhewed himſelf o kim with ſuch © 33 
- Pomp of majeſty ; Strange anxieties ſtir A his breaſt, 
but, ſtrengthened by the ambreſial light. he again raiſed 
himſelf; when, from the deep ſilence of ſhaken heaven, 
iſſued Jchovah's tremendous voice: Abraham, take Iſaac 
thine only ſon, with him go into the land of Moriah, gnd 
there on a mountain, Which i ſhall he tree, ſacrifice him 
to me. : TE 
Abraham again fell on his face, an without communi- 
eation of {tzength from the divine x oy. iiernls had he fall- 
en, ftruck with the thunder of the irvere command; yet 
ierced it to the marrow of his bones Sharp as the pangs 
were which rent his heart, be recetied two ſtroke fummil- 
fively, not a ſingle thonght ro zu oppaitiion to the divine 
word; he worſt:pped, „erg in tte ouſt, ſtretched out 
before the Lord, and bis beter mined Tout was now filled 
with more pfofound veuc:QÞicn and reigned er 
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The omniſcient exe of God, to which faturity 1 preſent, 
and man's molt hidden thoughts he open, taw into Avras 
Hams heart, ſaw the ond obedience in Which Eis foal 
with filent compoſure acquieſced; he faw allo the att and 
ifiumph of devoted faith, and tacitly bleſſing his 1tervant 
returned to heaven, In ſolemn filence cherubim and ſera— 
phim attended his way, and ihe 2thereal effulgence min- 
pled with the golden morn. 

Now the patriarch roſe to come don from they ſacred 
hill: Weſt of his manſion Rood a grove of lofty oaks, ſorm- 
ing a creſcent around the peaceful cot; never had noon en- 
tBred within its covert; and when the {on fhert its hotteſt 
beams through the {try atmoſphere, here twilight breath - 
ed the refreſhing cool; fit place for ſecret intercouſe, or in- 
viting to meditation! Hither Abraham withdrew, labour- 
ing under terrific ſenſations; ſcarce more terrific ſenfations 


apitated Adam's fond heart, when expelled from paraciie 
with his weeping Eve, her tears brightning hercharms, he 
{aw behind him the happy fields; flowery vales, and trees 
with golden fruit ; the feſtal bower, once gay witnels of 
their connubial endearments, now withering ; vet with mute 
ſorrow he eyed it whilſt in fight, then turned his dejected 
looks towards his fature abode, which lay before him drea- 
ry, deſolate, and dark; ſad image of his changed life ? 
Thus lonely, and opprefled with thought, Abraham retired 
amivit the laden oaks ; but ſoon his conitifted mind pow - 
erfully ſhook off the load of plcomy thoughts, and his ſen- 
factions; gradually cleared from perplexity, thus ſeverally 
vented themſelves. | | ' 
When the infinite ſpeaks; when he who makes the carth 


his footſtool enjoins, when God deigus to talk with angels 


or men, reverenyal ſilence and immediate obedience be- 
comes them. He, ſource of wifdom, planner of ſacred de 
flity, alone knows the divine decrees; what is proper tor 
hire to do is well known to him; but the kiowledge of 
chc:ubs it paſſeth; with him the heavenly hoſt, were he to 
arnmlate them with a blaſt of that brea h which gave them 
being, could not contend. Angels expiring wich their laſt 
fenuments mutt praiſe Jehovah the Lord of power, ſhould 
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able death; and ſha!l not I, of a nature ſo much more ſub: > 
ject to death, ſo much beneath the apgels, bow ſubmithve 
to his beheſt ? But forgive, O Lord, that 2 father's ſighs 
break in on my reſigned ſilence! O my Creator and Father, 
be not angry, that powerful nature ſtill conflicts with thy, 
will! O permit me to beſtow a few tears on a ſon, {o delerv- 
ing a ſon! not ſo many tears as when in my arms, elate 
with joy, I firſt received the ſmiling babe. Thou knoweſt, 
as to tae all fpirits are known, with what inward eur 
T thank<d thy loving. kindneſs for that beſt gift; thou faw- 
eſt the devout complacency 1 felt at the virtuous turn of his 
young ſoul, and my ſedulity in the cultivation of it; how 
amiable he grew, confirming the hopes from thyſelf deriy- 
ed; O the exalted hopes, which now ar- utterly vaniſhed ! 
But my fondneſs launches out into preſumption. I obey, 
and with cheerfal reſignation adore thine unjearchable com- 
mand, O ſtrengchen me, ſtrengthen me, Father, that not 
4 lingle movement of my heart may riſe vp againſt the divine 
diipofal ! ! thy will be done, 

Thus cried he with raiſed eyes, and refirained 1 ſaftul- 
ing tears. From an argent cloud, Elhanan, a celeſtial et- 
teace, Iſaac's angel, ſaw in the patriarch's placid aſpect his 


pious reſignation, and in his eves, directed towards heaven, 1 
adoring homage, pe unſeigned; thong h a gentle 2 
grief had bereft his eyes and lips of their Imiles chat ſcene By! 


drew tears even from the angel, Who turning towards his 
aſſociate Eliza, thus addreſſed him: 

Haſt thou, my heavenly friend, fince chou haft been con- 
verſant with man, and even in Eden thou wait, haſt thou 
ever ſeed ſuch a triumph of piety, ſuch an elevation of foul, 

_ duck ſubmiſſion to the Deity, ſuch reſignation ? O thou fa 
ther of the faithful, thou devour hero, thow. & 077 7 of man- 
kind, aud e of God, how I eiteexr thce! See, Eli- 
zu, What a dignity ſerene virtue kindles in his c countenance | 
dne only have I known of ſuch nobleneſs of mind; thou 

kneweſt him, Eliza, thcu didſt afift in che tricinphant pro- 
ceibon, which, with jubilant acclaims, conveved him ap 
through the portal of life, Enoch the friend of God: to bin 
the virtuous Mehala bore an only fon, his come:y ſem - 


blance; a heavenly ſpirit ſhone i in his opening beauty, and 
piomiſed 


8 4 
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promiſed the pureſt ſanity : in this youth Enoch's declin- 
ing years rejoiced; in him he ſaw his whole felf renew- 
ed; and the raptured father's deareſt employ was to form 
his pliant heart for the higheſt hopes. But of the innocent 
joy of theſe elate hopes was he deprived by x mcft awful 
Kroke ; the youth was taking a lonely walk in the valley 
near their cot, when ſuddenly a midnight tempeſt involves 
the heavens, thunders roar, lightnings flaſh, the clouds at 
once blaze; the mother agnaſt runs, anxious for her ſon, 
when, ſtruck by a directed flaſh, the facred fre contumed 
his earthly part; yet in the flames deſcended an angel, who, 
on his celeſtial wings, np to the radient ſphere of beautitude, 
conveyed the aſtoniſhed foul, By her fon's aſhy coutte, 
immoveable in grief and horror, ſtood Menala, when Enoch 


haſtening to her, inftead of the model of his youth, the 


heir of kis piety, ſaw only a tew aſhes; ſaw the aſhes of his 
only fon, and the mother diſconſolate: this he ſaw, and 
ſunk not under the ſpectacle of double woe; his magnani— 
mous faith ſuppreſſed the intruſions of complaint, and with 
compoſed mein, raiſed heavenward, thus he ſpcke: Of a 


truth, the Lord hath lifted ap his voice from heaven, in the 


tempeſt hath he uttered his words, in the flame he hath 
ſtretched down his right hand, and taken up the boy yon- 
der into his reſt, Are we to bewail him as cur nurfling and 
delight? What if he be taken from us, it is not to his lots. 


Does he ſuffer by entering into the eternal ſtate, perhaps 


eight hundred years before the uſual term would al!uw him 


to rejoice i the approach ef diffolution ? Let us rather thank 
God, for conferring oa him that bleſhng which for us is 
{till poſtponed. s 


He ſaid, and kneeling praiſed the Lord of life and death : 


fo high, my heavenly friend, ean human virtue ſoar ; and 
what a joy is the virtuous man to us! But oh! how I feel 


for the tried father's diſtreſs, the pangs which wring his 


bleeding heart! though filent and collected in himtelf he 


ſtands; well-greunded is his heroiſm, his heart is girt with 


ſtrength, like a ſeraph habited in the a mour of Gd, ſe- 
date he waits the event, ſteady as a rock ſtruck by the ignit- 
ed bolt; winlt I tremble and weep, pitying him, elpeci— 
ally at the agonies into which the dueful tidings will 

| throw 
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enrow the tender mother. O that for ever it could be 
hid from her! Ah, how wilt thou bear it, thou mot tende: 
ot mothers; ſure thy fond heart wil! break, whilſt thy 


- mournful eve, fixed on heaven, ſuc in vain for the denied 


relief of tears, A way, tone drous ſcenes, your terrors over- 
power me! how then will they diſtract the mother! Dear 
ſeraph, never has a chi! dof Adam ſacked the breaſts of a 
mo:e affectionate woman: Eve, ſand as ihe was, when ſhe 
became a mother, never with ſweeter effutions of fondneſs 
prefied her ſmiling firſtling to her.exulting heart, then Sa- 
ry her vabe, as the promiſed of God, as the image in 

dich ſhe taw 11 the attractive grace of her youth, enno- 
b! ed with Abraham's diguity of aſpect. 'The youth was 
the chief ſubject of her petitions, her morning care, and 


laſt thought in which fleep overcame her ; even in Aatter- 


1g dreams {he carafled the beloved 7 hauon, or rejoiced at 
£5 ne vifionary repreſentation of ſume remark able proſperity 
gr diſtinction; the ſaw lim bleſſed in 2 ſpouſe, in every 
worth eminent, and an off-pring becoming ſuch parents, 
ſhe even more than once ſaw, ard though ſleeping, her de 

vou breall neaved with joy, more than once ſaw the divine 
Redeemer, Itaac's adorable deicendant, cioathed ia his hu- 
manity ; ſaw him, worilipped him, and ecitafied, called 
hint ; Redeem 7. Celettial friznd. I perceive thy tears ri- 
ing ! thy benevelent iv mpathy melts me! Itaac'is to die; 
Sarah is to ſee the dear vanth die, or the facher return 
imbeued with the blood of his ſou Can it diſp! eate ths 
Creator that ach woes move us? Woes which ſhake an- 
gelic hrmrefs, ges above all ſorrow, yet ſuch as his in- 


ſcrutahle Wiſdom days on ther oYleft 7 mankind. 


Thus {pore Elhanan ; ; and to him his aflociate ; Seraph, 
my heart dikolves with compaſſion, though ain to 
Iſaac and Sarah; whereas thou, by divine charge, with 
protediug wings hovereſt over their finle(s life, ſeeſt them 
continually, chyſelf inviſible, and obſerveſt their refined fen- 
timents and irreproachable deportment : yet my heart is 

melted in ſilent concern: But a radiant thought, a glading 
tles of hope, O my ceieftjal friend ! ſhews to me theie 
ier e appearaaces erminating in Joy. Dark to us are 


novah 's dectees; he alone kacw¹ Bat is ft for the God- 
75 He 14 
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nzad to do; this is beyand the verge of ſctaphims ; farce 
is the cherub of highe& confidence permitted acceſs to the 
ſanctuar;, one fingle look into the golden tavles ef deſtiny 
where futurity is inrolled immutable, yet ever urgugh the 
depths of divine decrees I ſtill deſcry a ray of bod: The 
goodneſs of our Sovereign, thou knowet, is ale; the 
bliſs of fpirits has ever been his favourite aim ore 15 his 
name; he ſtiles himſelf Love; thus manifelied he himſelf 
to us angels, when at our creation we incirehed hn in jubi— 
liant rings; fo will he to the people of the earth, fo will he 
manifeſt himſelf in every ztnerin! world, in ever, Olymp 
Yes, my celeſtial friend, ſuch alſo ſhall he ſhew himſelf to 
Abraham and Sarah; ſoon will the admirable deſign of his 
command unveil itſelf ; whatever grief he ſends, joy ever 
is the iſſue.---But yonder in the ſun, Uriel, with front of 
ſuperiority, beckons to me, and due ſubordination requires 
my ſpeedy compliance; thou, who remaining amidit the 
dimneſs of terreſtrial day, are to ſee the progreſs of this ab- 
Kruſe event, in a ſeaſon of familiar converſe relate to me the 
iſſue, ſad or joyful. 
He faid, and having embraced the ſeraph, ſhot up to the 
ſun, whilſt Elhanan haſtened towards Iſaac en a ſhinin 
cloud, with which, as with a veſture, he encompaſſed the 
journeying youth. Re | nes 
The umbrageous grove ſtill ſaw Abraham within its re- 
ceſs, immerſed in thought, but in ſpirit nearer to God than 
naturally the earthly ſtate comports ; but to his ſervant F. 
liezer, a man of ſacred virtue, and well deſerving the pa- 
triarch's confident efteem, for in him was lodged the who's 
care of his domeſtic economy, eomes an eaper meſſenger, 
bringing advice that [ſaac was within a few hours of Arba ; 
the worthy Eliezer with alert gladneſs haſtens to his lore. 
and thus with precipitate voice communicates to him th 
meſſage which to himſelf bad given ſuch sffuſe joy, 
At length, O happieſt of fathers, here is the golden av 
which we have all ſo much longed for; with-reiplender- 
velocity it haſtens, as rejoicing to reſtore Iſaac to thy bene 
diction, and his mother's embrace, A meſſenger brings 
word that we ſnall ſee him in a few hours. Already the 
ON | volec 


1 | 
voice of feflivity reſound among the huts ; his exulting com- 
panions are decking :keir hair with chaplets, and the dam- 
ſels tune their inſtruments, to receive their young maſter with 
feftal melody; all join in ſhouts of grateful affection. But 
ah ! my Lord! what do I fce ? A mate difquietude clouds 
that brow, ever ſo ſerene ; thou anſwereſt only with deep 
üghs. Joy beams in the faces of all thy family, and thine 
peaks dejection. Sad myſtery ! Let not my lord be of- 
fended, that, moved by love, 1afk What heart-felr affliction 
can damp the gladneſs which thy ſon's fafe return every- 
where imparts, 

Eliezer trembling heard Abraham thus reply: O Elie- 
ver! is the lot of man ſo little known to thee, that thou 
wondereſt to ſee ſorrow in my countenance, at thy bringing 
me a meſſage in itſelf ſo joyful ? Real joy does not always 
attend the Jance. and ſong, God, who at his ſovereign 
Fleaſure deals out to men their lengths of life unequally, 
iningles ſome drops of enjoyment with the calamities of the 
molt diſtreſſed ; and overcaſts the faireſt ſplendor of the 
profperous with intervals of darkneſs and tempeſt. In ſeek - 
ing to know the cauſe of that anguiſh, which, againſt my 
will, ſaddens my look, thou teareſt open the clofing wourd, 
and wilt draw on thine honeſt heart a cruſhing load of ſor- 
row. | 

My Lord, I tremble at fuch words from thy mouth. 
What can it be ? Such fixed melaacholy in thine uplifted 
eyes; how it alarms me! What can darken thy proſperity ! 


What bleſfings has not God poured dewn on thy chearful 


family! Is not the beloved ſpouſe of thy boſom living? and 
the meſſenger ſent by thy ſon ſays Fe is in perfect health: 
Hs words were, that our young Maſter flourithes like an al- 
mond-tice ſoſtered by the dew of heaven; all who fee him 
arc charmed With his deportment, and the ripening beauty 
of his aſpeR is expreſſive of the pureſt virtue, and the moſt 
amiable diſpoſitions. What ſhould thus afflict thee is to me 
incorceivable. May thy ſervant be permitted to ſpeak ? 
Has ſome viſion of the night preſented portentous imagery 
to thy mind? Has ſome angel, like him which exhibited 
Sodom in flames, given thee a terrifying view of any future 
diſaſter? May the Ruler of Heaven avert the calamity from 
hee on the head of his blaſphemous enemies 
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Wich ſerene viſaga, aud accents of benign gravity, the 
g cod patriarch anſwered ; Thy virtuous detncagour, and 
the wildom by which God hath diſtinguihed thee, have long 
ſince won my heart ; thou knoweſt with what aflectionate 
os confidence it rapaſes itſelf on thine : Ang now alſo ſhall I 
= diſcloſe it to thee. his morning, at ſun-riſe, as | was. of. 
2 fering an oblation on che conſecrated mount, the Lord, ap- 
7 peared to me: and never did I, benold him in ſuch celeſtial 
* #ate. He fat exalled on a throne of cherubs ; he paſſed 
26 through infinite ranks of radiant angels, reverentjilly co- 
5 vering their faces with, theit azufe wings. Certainly ſome 
Olympic eſſence muſt have ſtrengthened my ſight, to ſuſta in 
bt the effulgence of the divine countenance. The Lord called 
me by my name; and ordered, that I, ſhould rake my dear 
2 ſon [iaac into the land of Moriah, and there ſlay him as a 
ſlacrifice. My purpoſe is, co ſet ous to-morrow, at the firſt 
appearance of light, and execute the divine injundtion. 
| Eliezer was now no longer maſter of himſelf: He had 
iſtened to every word with trembling, and dreadtul ſurmi- 
*ZHes ; but on hearing the ſevere command, and the father's 
prompt obedience, his full heart diſcharged a ſtream of 
ears. He loved the father; and ſtill dearer to him was the 
n, his precious charge ever ſince kis weaning. The boy's 
prightly innoceuce, early opening 1telf tw virtue; his at- 
ce, docility, and pleaſure, in learning the ſayings of 
2ges couched in apologues and verſes; his amiable difpofi- 
tion and bloſſoming virtues, none of which eſcaped Elie- 
= er's fond obſervancs, had fo far endeared him to the good 
15 d man, that he looked not on his own ſon with more ten- 
Berneſs, Overpowered by theie tidings, his virtuous ſorrow, 
| hewed itle}t ſtrongly marked in his ingenuous countenance z 5 
I ut Abraham eyed him with tranquil patience, _ 
Oh dolefultidings ! thus Eliezer, with interrupting ſobs, 
re oured forth bis anguilh : Oh diſtre d father, what ſayeſt 
ou! Oh unfortanate ſon, cut off in thy promiſing bloom! 
Ind by thy facher's hand, the. hand of him wha gave thee 
5 te ! and this by the command of God ! God, who him- 
F f come dawn from Oh mpus to angvunce his birth, and 
Neding Sarah, conſecrated her as the happy mother of the 
| A p omiſed. child! ! who, in ihte, Q excellent youth » ſhewed 
4. us 


—— — — 


„ 


voice of feflivity reſound among the huts; his exulting com- 
Ppanions are decking heir hair with chaplets, and the dam- 
ſels tune their inſtruments, to receive their young maſter with 
ſeſtal melody; all join in ſhouts of grateful affection. But 
ah ! my Lord! what do ice ? A mate diſquietude cloud; 
that brow, ever ſo ſerene ; thou anſwereſt only with deep 
üghs. jay beams in the faces of all thy family, and thine 
peaks dejeRtion. Sad myſtery ! Let not my lord be of- 
fended, that, moved by love, I aſk What heart-felr affliction 
can damp the gladneſs which thy ſon's ſaſe return every- 
where imparts, 3 
Eliezer trembling heard Abraham thus reply: O Elie- 
ver! is the lot of man ſo little known to thee, that thou 
wondereſt to ſee ſorrow in my countenance, at thy bringing 
me a meſſage in itſelf ſo joyful ? Real joy does not always 
attend the Jance and ſong, Ged, who at his ſovereign 
Fleaſure deals out to men their lengths of life unequally, 
iningles ſome drops of enjoyment with the calamities of the 
moſt diſtreſſed ; and overcaſts the faireſt ſplendor of the 
profperous with intervals of darkneſs and tempeſt. In ſeek- 
ing to know the cauſe of that anguiſh, which, againſt my 
will, ſaddens my look, thou teareſt open the clofing wourd, 
and wilt draw on thine honeſt heart a cruſhing load of ſor- 
row. | 

My Lord, I tremble at fuch words from thy mouth. 
What can it be? Such fixed melaacholy in thine uplifted 
eyes; how it alarms me! What can darken thy proſperity ! 
What bleflings has not God poured dewn on thy chearful 
family! Is not the beloved ſpouſe of thy boſom living ? and 
the meſſenger ſent by thy ſon ſays he is in perfect health: 
Hs words were, that our young Maſter flourifhes like an al- 
mond-trce ſoſtered by the dew of heaven; all who ſee him 
are charmed wiih his deportment, and the ripening beauty 
of his aſpeR is expreſſive of the pureſt virtue, and the moſt 
amiable diſpoſitions. What ſhould thus afflict thee is to me 
incogceivable. May thy ſervant be permitted to ſpeak ? 
Has ſome viſion of the night preſented portentous imagery 
to thy mind? Has ſome angel, Ike him which exhibited 
Sodom in flames, given thee a terrifying view of any future 
diſaſter? May the Ruler of Heaven avert the calamity from 
{hee on the head of kis blaſphemous enemies! 
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Ke wich ſerene viſags, aud accents of benign gravity, the 
cad patriarch aniwered : Thy virtuous deizcanour, and 
the wiſdom by which Ged hath diſtinguiſhed thee, have long 
ſince won my heart; thou Knowelt with what atjectionate. 
confidence it repaſes itſelf on thine : and now allo ſhall I 
diſcloſe it to thee. 'V'his morning, at ſun-riſe, as | was, of, 
fering an oblatien on the conſecrated mount, the Lord ap- 
ared to me: and never did | behold him in ſuch celeſtial 
tate. He ſat exalled on a tizrone of cherubs ; he paſted 
through infinite ranks of radiant angels, reverentjally co- 
vering their faces with, their-azure wings. Certainly ſome 
Olympic eſſence muſt have ſtrengthened my fight, to ſuſtain 
the effulgence of the divine countenance. 'The Lord called 
me by my name; and ordeted, that I ſhould take my dear 
$ fon [aac into the land of Moriah, and there flay him as a 
3 facrifice. My purpoſe is, to ſet ont to-morrow, at the firſt 
appearance of light, and execute the divine injun ion. 
Eliezer was now no longer maſter of himſelf: He had 
liſtened to every word with trembling, and dreadful ſurmi- 
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| ſes ; but on hearing the ſevere command, and the father's 
prompt obedience, his full heart diſcharged a ſtream of 
tears. He loved the father; and ſtill dearer to him was the 


ſon, his precious charge ever ſince kis weaning. The boy's 
F iprightly innocence, early opening itſelf ts virtue; his at- 
2X tention, docility, and pleaſure, in learning the ſayings of 
2 ſa ges couched in apologues and verſes; his amiable diſpoſi- 
ion and bloſſoming virtues, none of which eſcaped Elie- 
er's fond obſervance, had fo far endearcd him to the good 
old man, that he looked not on his own ſon with more ten- 
W derneſs, Overpowered by theie tidings, his virtuous ſorrow, 
8 hewed itſelf ſtrongly marked in his ingenuous countenance z 
but Abraham eyed him with tranquil patience, © 
On doleful ridings ! thus KEliezer, wich interrupting ſobs, 
2 poured forth bis anguiſh : Oh diſtre d father, what ſayeſt 
chou! Oh unfortanate ſon, cut off in thy promiſing bloom! 
and by thy father's hand, che hand of him wha gave chee 
ite! and this by the command of God | God, who him- 
come dawn from Oh mpus to announce his birth, and 
3 d:c!lling Sarah, conſecrated her as the happy mother of the 
omiſed child! who, in thee, O excellent youth | ſhewed 
„ 


111 

us the divine kope, the guide of our life, and our iupport ir: 
death, God the Meſſiah, the felicity of the reſtored carth; 
iNuing from thy progeny. This God orders thee to be 
ſlain ! my deareſt pupil muſt die! That eye, beaming #« 
divine ſpirit, ſhall nao more ſmile at me with tendeteſt cor- 
diality, No longer, in evening walks, ſhall 1 warm his 
generous heart, reciting the heavenly lives of his Miceltors, 


and the high expectations of his 32 Alas ! in vain 
did Sarah with devout fervour, elafp thee in thy childhood 


to her. breaſt, and with a flow of rapturons gratitude,” 
raingle tears of Joy over thee ! Alas ! in vain has E- 


jiezer loved thee ! in vain, accompanying Elihu's firings, 
has he ſung to thee the hymns of the righteous of 
old, conveying ſanctity and religious Knowledge | Where 
now is my Gope, that he would be the kind ſupport of my 
declining years, and that his angelic life ſhould delight my 
eyes in the dimneſs of old age | Sweet hope, thou art va- 
niſhed like a morning cloud, like the lamentation of a fa- 
ther, who, on the death of n child, raves with excefs of mo- 
mentary grief! O my lord, once of fathers the moſt happy, 


how thy fate wrings my heart | now every joy is withered 


every hope is blaſted, like a cedar ſtruck by the rending 
thunder! O Sovereign of Heaven, forgive theſe culpable 
wailings, if to deplore Iſaac's fate can be culpable! I ſhud- 
der; my whole frame ſinks ander an overwhelming ſtrife of 
ideas. The heir of the firſt promiſe, is he to die! ſhall 

with him alſo die the Word of the eternal Father ! Will be 
no longer be called our gracious Preſerver! Shall the earth, 

which in my too haſty exultation, I already faw conſecrated 
by the walk of the divine incarnate Redeemer, diſtained 
with his blood, and filled with witneſſes of the moſt exalted 
truths, with true children of faith! Shall the rejected eartk 


remain in everlaſting darkneſs, a priſon of ſinners | what 


then will de the ſtare of us and our deſcendants ? Is then 
the renovation of the earth, ſhewn me in a ſequeſtered hour 
of contempiaticn, even by an angel, an inane viſion ? No: 


The word of the Lord ſtands firmer than a mountain of 


He hath raren! it. 


brafs ; ſconer ſhall Worlds paſs away. 


But l then require the heir to be ain! him on 
whom it refs ! the progen.ior of the great Mefnan! Here 


my mind bewilder: isl in ferent ld night; 1 Rand aghaſt. 
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Without ſuch manifeſt tokens of a divine apparition, ſcarce 
could I have credited the reality ef ſuck a tale, though from 
my Lord's lips. WD | 

'Thus ſpoke Eliezer, and would have vented farther com- 

laints, had not Abraham's ſuperior virtue interrupted him. 
iliezer, thine affeEtionate complaints I hear with gratitude, 
Can I be inſenfible to the tears which wet thy venerable 
face, tears ſhed for Iſaac? Yet, my friend, to hear from thy 
lips complaints, to obtain a revocation of heaven's cencunc- 
ed will; complaints of doubt and miſtruſt, hurts my heart 
mere than its own preſſures. But God, knowing thy fide- 
lity and virtue, will forgive the unmeant offence. Lay not 
ſo mach to heart my diſtreſs, If I ſuffer, the Lord krows 
why he makes me to ſuffer, and what load I can bear. At- 
fiction from the hand of God ſhovid to man be more wel- 
come, than the livelieſt joys by himſelf procured. Readily 
my will obeys him to whom the heavens pay obedience. 
Thus I ſuffer reſigned, and hold my peace. But it thine 
own loſs in Iſaac to powerfully afe&ts thee, as the expected 


comfort of thy decrepid years, let thine heart be comforted 


by my ſufferings. How much greater my loſs? Brighteſt 
views of nobleſt felicity, a conſtellation of joys, fetting in 


1 the ſhadows of death, of ſuck a death! They were at hand; 


they were not illuſory hopes, nor withes of duſt, which one 
breath of God diſperſes. No; EL Koa himſelf thewed 
them to me; often did I converſe with ſeraphs concerning 
them; they were the chief wiſh of my devout forefathers ; 
he who gave them, now takes them away. As a father my 
heart bleeds, yet, reſigned, i bow (6 God's ſovereignty, 
and obey without a murmer. Shall not he deal with his 
creatures according to his will? Who ſhall ſay to him, what 
doſt thou? What frenzy were it in a weak creature, a 
worm, a fading flower, to pretend to wiſer meaſures than 
thoſe of God? Beſides, is any thing which we polleſs abſa- 
lutely ours? But leſt of all the ſeed by divine bleſſing ani- 
mated ! and till leſs was Iſaac mine! Supernaturally did 
the Lord give him me. He, who for hidden views ſent 
him now recalls him. But how ! J, his father, am to ſa- 
crifice him! And is che facher's hand leſs the creator's than 
that of a ſtranger? Yes, this right arm, however it may 
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tremble under the reluctance of nature, ſhall execute ity 
Maker's will, Oh! endearing appellation of father, to 
the ear and hcart ſo ſweet, when liſped by ſportive chil- 
dren, amidſt their embraces, it is only by human ties, an 

to periſhable creatures, that thou binde!t us; thy claims 
mult ceaſe when God cancels them. At his will, the hand, 

which fondly uſed to ſtroke the ſmiling boy's cheeks, muſt 
2 the dagger in his breaſt. Thus ſays the fear of the 
ord ; ſuch is the love of true wiſdom. Often to my an- 
ceſtors it gave ſuch inſtructions; they obeyed, they ſuffer- 
cd, and now are crowned. Perplex not thytelf how God 


will fulfil thy promiſe. Millions of means, to men, to an- 


gels perhaps, unſearchable, are in kis hand, to carry his 
purpoſes into execution. Compele thyſelf, and with pious 
confidence ſooth thy ſorrows. Leave me now, but in thy 
truſty brealt keep the melancholy ſecret ; let not thy looks 
encourage any faddening conjecture; nor hinder thou the 
youths from rec eiving my ſon with their intended ſongs and 
dance. and all their affectionate merriment. 

80 {poke the faithful patriarch. Eliezer, chough treuble 
weighed down his foul, in filent reſpect withdrew, deeply 
impreſſed with his lord's exalied wiſdom :; For who, indeed, 
feels not thee, piety, {park of the heavenly light, enkindled 
by the Deity, of ſeraphs the molt gloridus radience ! when 
thou appeareſt in thy beauty, who but muſt love hee! Even 
under chaſtiſements we love thee ! Rankling 2ftliction and 
complaint, that murmuripg rebel to Divine Providence, are 
huſhed before theo, and un the ref; plendency with which 
thou veſteſt the ſou! of thy illuminated favourites ! Strengtk- 
ened by thee, Abraham, with pious m. agnanimity, ſuſtaiped 
the ſevereſt ſhock. Thus girded with divine force, ſtood 
Michael en the celeſtial field, imbrued with anoclic blood, 
among the apoſtate bands, and ſerenely braved the thun- 
dering ſtrokes of God's impotent fors 4. 

Still Abraham remained within the covert of the grove, 
a thouſand thougtts diſtradted his heart, yet over all pre- 
vailed virtue; virtue which God from blitsfu! Olympus hnas 
to few imparted, ſupremely predominant over the foul, re- 
joicing in unreſerved obedience to the Dov. Among 


orhe. thoughts which agitated him, was Sarah, the ycuch's : 
fon 
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{61d mother: Whether he ſhould make God's command 
known to her, before the execution of it? This at firſt ſeem- 
ed beſt. His heart, indeed, recoiled at the icea of the agony 
into which this would throw her; the ienie of the ue will be 
fainter, if concealed till all is over, yet to ſuch an affection- 
ate mother, it may be ſome con ſolation to pour forth her 
anguiſe in ber dear ſon's embraces: But no! miſtaken 
thought ! the ſeparation would be too much for her gentle 
heart! Every look of his tender innocence, every glance of 
his iympathizing eye, would be death to her! And how 
could 1 force hin from her embrace? Ah, how could ! 
And my ſon ! what though in his noble mind an ardour 
glows, aſpiring to the height of every yirtue, could he, 
without the molt convulſive emotions, ſee his deareſt mo- 
ther in ſuch pangs? Even I could ſcarce ſtand ſuch a fight ! 
Ic is 1efolved, 1 will keep my affliction to myſelf, and 
leave her the pure enjoyment of this day's raptures, a few 


remaining hours of complacency. May ſhe, in the ſhort 
term, feel the human delight of being a mother in all its 


extaſy ! But when the veil of concealment muſt be drawn, 
when her dear ſon's fate muſt communicated, O mercitu! 


Creator, ſtrengthen her! thou, who knoweſt of what we are 
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made, ſupport her precious life. 


Ss ſaying the patriarch moved towards his manſion; his 
aſpect was moulded to tranquility, but unſpeakable diſtieſo 


pollefied his heart. 


The End of CANTO { 
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TRIAL of ABRAHAM. 


CAN 4-0: 


OON had now ſpread its Iucid parment over the firma- 
ment, and haſtened on the hour by Sarah paſſionately 
longed for. Iſaac, with a train of ſlaves, returns 

from Nahor's houſe. On the hill, whence with wander- 
ing eye he looked joyful down on Mamie's vales, his com- 
panions, in two blooming troops, met him jubilant with 
tongs and dances, Iſaac leaping from the docile camel, 
th2w himſelf in his favourite Aſael's arms; he alfo kiſſed 
Abel and Dedan, and Karmi, amiable youths, and born 
under Abraham's roof. But his heart urged him to haſte ; 
the ſight and gratulations of his aſſociates only winged his 
dvyteous impatience to receive Sarah's kiſſes, and embrace 
Abraham's knees, Both, but not with like ſenſations, un- 
der the cloud-eapt cyprefies, Which formed an umbrageous 
arch over their manſion, waited his coming. O how his 
heart panted ! How he flew towards Sarah's embrace! and 
ſic, with all che eagerneſs of maternal fondneſs, haſtened 
to him, and elaſped kim to her throbbing heart, which 
amidſt the ebullitions of her joy difolved within her. As 
a virtuous bride receives her worthy ſpouſe, when after ſe- 
ven mournful years of abſerce, indulgent providence brings 
him back; wich him comes the brightneſs of days, a com- 
pletion of their wiſhes, the recompence of fidelity. The 
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ecſtafied fair receive kim in her arms, and with kiſſes -f 
pure affection mingles tears, exceſs of joy ſuppreſing her 


ſpeech. Such emotions felt Sarah amidſt Iſaac's embraces 
tears of rapture burſt on the youth's glowing cheeks, 


Speak ſhe could not, ſo full was her impaſſioned heart. ov 
Abraham beheld the affecting interview. Now his firm 


neſs ſinks under nature. He looks up to heaven with ſup- 
pliant (yes, and tears trembling in them. The youth gen- 
ty winds himſelf from his mother's arms to pay his duty 

n e | to 


65160 


to his beloved father; throwing himſelf down before him, 

he embraces his knees, and with exulting accents cries, 
bleſs me again, O father! once more bleſs me! O thrice 
bleſſed be the God of Abraham! I again ſee thy face; 
again with all thy wonted tenderneſs thou lookeſt down oa 
thy ſon. A ſhuddering inexpreſſible, a ſhuddering excited 
by joy and prief, ſeized the father, to whom never had that 
indearing appellation ſounded mere ſweet and terrible. 
Vet collecting the whole vigour of his mind, he uttered the 


deſired benediction. 


Bleſſed be thou, my ſon ! bleſſed be thou, fon of God's 
promiſe ! the Lord, who chuſes thee for himſelf, be a 
father to thee, and bleis thes, and give thee whatever 
is good in his ſight ! 

Sarah obſerved the patriarch's tears, not tears of com- 
placency ; and in his countenance fall of affection, marks 


of inward anguiſh ; but too great was her joy to admit of 


any ſaddening apprehenſions, yet laid the up in mer heart 
Abraham's ſolicitous aſpect. Iſaac returns to her, and ſhe 
again receives him with all the effuſions of her firſt ſaluta- 
tions. Now joy ſubſiſting from their agitated botoms into 
which it hath ruſhed in a full ftream, in gentle undulations 
diffuſed itſelf through every vein : And their freed powers 
of ſpeech vented their ſentiments in lively converſe, ſuch as 
native cordiality and innocence mſpire. The ſcarce El- 
Hanan, Iſaac's celeſtial friend, hovered over him, pleaſed 
at the affectionate reception of his beloved; and with hu- 
mid eyes look down on the penſive patriarch, Sarah's re- 
newed beauty, which ſtone like the purple evening of the 
faireſt winter's day. | | 
Feſtivity ſoon ſpreads through all the huts round the 
afflicted patriarch's tent. In ſprightly airs join the voices 
of uſeful Ups and the found of harps. Behind the tent, ia 
an alabaſter rock, was hewn an elegant bath: Thither two 
ſervants led their young maſter, whom having waſhed they. 
anointed witk riche& nard. He now veſts himſelf with li- 


nen robe, and golden girdle encompaſſes his well-formed 


waiſt, Thus attired in all the gracetulneſs of youth and 
beauty, he returns to the tent. So among the flowery 
vales, through the ſcented air, deſcends the ſmiling ſprivg : 
PN ng a 185 | Around 


(7 
Around her trip the golden hours: And attending plenty, 


from its full horn profuſely pours exumbrance; the plants 
and flowers expanding heighten the delightful ſcene. 
Abraham in lovely Tiaac fees the youth of charming Sarab. 
Such was the juvenile red which fluſhed in her lilly cheeks. 
Thus her eyes charmed each beholder ; ſuch was the oval 
turn of her face; and thus as praceful was her port! 'The 
mother in her dear fon re-traces the combined dignity and 
mildreſs which graced the facher's youth, I'hus did a di- 
vine ſpirit manifeſt itſelf in his expreſſive looks, Thus did 
the vivacity cf his mind enliven the ſeriouſneſs of his aſpect. 
Thus doubly they ſaw and doubly loved each other in Iſaac, 


But ſtronger at each lock did Abraham's convulſed heart. 


beat ; ſcarce could he command his eyes. 


Now the hour of repaſt called them. Neat- handed dam- 


els nimbly crowned the feſtal table with arileſs food, and 


cryſtalline water to drink; for nature requires but little, 


and rational cheer fulneſs ſtands not in need of the mantling 


vines dangerous incentive, The repait ended, and thanks 


offered to the bounteous giver, Sarah thus began her dif. 
courſe to Iſaac: Now that the ardour of my firſt joy at ſee- 
ing thy dear face again is ſomething abated, 1 fecl a new 


deſire. 1 would know how veu left our worthy relations. 
How is Milkah, that moſt intimate and beautiful] compa- 


nion Of my youth? I hope it is alſo well with the ſons the 
has borne to Nahor; and likewiſe with Bethuel's daugh- 
ter, of whoſe beauty fo much is ſaid ? But firſt, my dear 


child, tel] us how yeu lived at Haran, during the many 


long months we were deprived of you here, that hearing 
the agreeable ſtory from thee, we may in ſome meaſure en- 
joy that loſt time. Iſaac bowed his head 1n token of ready 


compliance. At once the voices and muſic ceaſe; the 


ſongſtreſſes at once break off their melody, Timnah, 
Sarah's favourite ſlave, in perſon and qualities deſervedly 
ſo, had ſung the joys of meeting friends, and the ſenti- 


ments of hearts unknowingly loving each other. She ſang 


of the daughters iſſued from Zipha to people paradiſe, and 
of Noah's ſons: How at laſt an angel ſhewed japhat che 
way, and led him into the garden, where with ſweet admi- 
ration, he ſaw the illuſtrious ſiſters, and became 9 
FO 2 
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dd of the youngeſt, who ſtrayed behind to hear him. How 
the heavenly minded Si; ha, conducted by Noak's ſons, 
came to Noah with the children of pa; 1153 She ſang 
their affectionate meeting, and their blitefal life 
Theſe were the ſubjects of thy harmony, lovely Timnak.: 

But on Iſaac's ſign of comp Jliance with his mother's defir 
thou didſt creaſe, and fixing thy curious eye on the Wee 
bn his opening his month tacit forget thy late, The Whole 
family gathered around, and ſtood in attentive ſilenee. At 
Abraham's left ſac Rliczer ; on Sarah's right, the picus 
Keturah, her domeſtic aſſiſtant; end neut to her ITimnah, 


thc leader of the harmonie choir. Next to Iſaac was ſcen 


Aſael, as moſt reſembling him, giving Gaily diſplays of a 
divine temper. 

As in a ſerene evening love-lorn Phiiomela, attendant on 
the ſpring, enlivens the ſhady grove; note leaf ſtirs, the 
breezes are huſhed, and the fongf ers are alterbled on the 
branches, with extended | necks, liften, charmed with notes 
furpaſſing imitation. Thus muſical was the voice of the 
divine youth; and thus ſilent were the circle round him, to 
hear the pleaſing narrative. 

Nahor's bleſſed noble 10.9 hich Bethge! brought me, Joon 

became to me another Mainre. Mike s àafectionate en- 

deavours to be a Sarah to me, were it pomtole, ſoon remov- 

ed what regret I at firſt felt, and r:tored cheaꝛ fulneſs to 
lichtf 2 


my looks; "and often by a deliphtfo! cecepiion, when ſhe 


fondly kiſſed me, as ſhe was wont, ſte fecraed 40 me the 


very mother in whoſe embraces I had lately wept. Aiſo, 


in a dream of the night, a bright angel came ws to me 


and comforted me, by (a ing, that Ged would take care 
of me, and I ſhould again fee my fatner's houſe. So that 


my heart ſoon attained to 2 conſtant quiet: I again felt the 
{mile of heaven, and converſed with thoſe dear friends, free 
from all uneaſineſs or apprehenſion. The hours were all 


ſpent in peace and amnulements, with Rated intervals for 
worſhipping God. Sometimes [ ufce, with my compa- 
nions, to range the hills about Haran in queſt of flowers, 
and to obſerve nature's proc cſs in them. Often I uſed to 
It at Nahor's feet, Whilſt he tajked of the knowledge and 
manners of our fore-fathers ; how they lived 0 the Lord, 


and how they had inter courſe with che angels, and even 


With 
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with God himſelf. Nahor's wiſdom is tempered with ex- 
ceeding gentleneſs; and I never thought him too lng in 


his ſtories. At H Iaran I alſo ſaw works of ingenuity and 


imatative art: For on ſome men the Creator has beſtowed 
a ſpirit of invention, and they make images of warriors and 
patriarchs in marble ; from ſhapeleſs blocks, in a few 

months, I faw many human figures made, in lively poſtures 
which looked as if, though. tone, they bad been real life. 
What moſt affected me was a ſucceſſion of patriarchs; there 
is no beholding them without veneration. Alſo ſome I ſaw 
of molten gold caſt in human forms, which are placed on 
pedeſtals, Muſic alſo flouriſhes in Haran. The ſhepherd- 
eſſes wirh their ſweet lay, compoled by young ſhepherds, 


chcer the ſolitary fields. But among them none are to be 


com pared to Bechuel's dadghter. Her ſinging is like that 
which, when a child, 1 for ctimes conceived to hear from 
angels, when allbep. As for beavty, Ribkah, for that is 
her name, is like the celeſtial morning of that day, when 
God reſting {rom creation, aſcended into heaven to pro- 


claim the moſt ſacred of d. ys, When the tends the ſheep 


among the flowers, all ſeems ſpring around her. I think 
her ſmiles are like angels. My heart, as it were, melts 
within me. O that Providence had given mea fiſter, how 
viould I love her! Andif Ribkah were ſhe, how exceed- 
ingly would | love her! We are indeed brother and ſiſter, 
z5 deſcended trot Fharab, and we love each other as ſuch ; 

Milkah too loves u die We tibree have often ſat in 


er arbour ; and Ribkah has fung to her Jute the beauty of 


virtue; nd virtue it{elf cannot be more charming than her 
face and fivging, I liRened to her, as if out of myſelf; 

with tears I ufed to embrace my fifter ; then Milkah would 
bleſs us both. I found my heart healed, as it were, with 


' new thoughts, theug its, charming and innocent as Ribkah, 
bore we on their wings to the very gates of heaven, O 


how lovely ! how delightful 3 in pradice did bleſſed virtue 
then appear to me! ] loved it ever, but ſeemed to love it 
better as 4 ait in Ri blah, Tell me, my dear mother, 


you had brothers and hllers;, was not that the natural tie be- 
tween Ether nas brothers, which wa: med our hearts when 
we la each other? - Soraviimes when LI was wander- 


ing 
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( 29 ) 
ing in 4 grove to hear the nightingale, I felt a ſoft whiſper. 
ing in my heart, a ſtrange impulle, to go to ſome particu- 
lar place; and there I found Ribleah tending her theep, O 
how ſweet were thoſe hours ! and the was never tired in 
hearing me till the ſtories which my father and Eliezet had 
taught me: and as little tired Was- 1 to hear her charming 
voice, ſinging the pious ſongs which the had learnt from 
Abiaſaph, a poetical youth, the only fon of Kenas of Haran, 
by Iſca Milkah's ſiſter. A: his birth the keaveuly mule 
touched his breaſt, and conſecrated him to poety and muſick. 
And though he had ſeen but eighteen ſpriugs, yet compoſes 
he veries which perions of famed wilom has approved. He 
is the 8 of the youth; every ihepherdels flses to de- 
terve the poet's praiſe; but it is virtue alone en Which ke 
will beitow praiſe, and without it he allows of no beauty. 
Abiaſaph was my molt intimate friend; for though his 
age by foie years exceeds mine, and he has much more 
krnowicedge then I, yet finding in me an inclination to virtue, 
and a ſataenels of diſpoſition, he took me into his friend- 
ſhip, and nota day paſſed without our being together. One 
evening, dear mother, you ſhall hear ſome ſongs of his, and 
I'll teach them Timnah. Our iriendlhip was ſo delightful, 
that I could hardly have borne my leavir, 2 Haran, were not 
my dear father and mother more to ime than Abiaſaph and 
Ribkah, Thus I have related to you my life at Haran. 
zac [ mull not forget an accident, where the God of our 


family ſhewed a particular care of me. Liſten to it, mother; 


but do not be teo much terrified at hearing the gicat danger 
from which his angel delivered me. Abiaſaph and | one 
motrniug took a walk to a cedar grove a little without Har- 
an, an 4 as we Went along we were ſiuging a bymu ot his 
CO mpPoit ing, when behold s bird appears with all the colours 
of the rainbow, beautiful beyond any J had ever ſeen, And 
OUT as 1MITAtLlOnN was Incr2aied by its notes, which ſounded 
lite i ver fittings, and {cement zo pen different P#10BS. 


V/hen it ceaſed, Amalink anſwertd it wiih his lute. Im- 
meg He d YH trom | ne branc! N and nay ered Over 
Rin Ei 305 pl Alure OY (EQUAL ly C: 4, by rH 8 wings. 
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we followed it; then it alighted, then flew away again. As 
our reſolution was to make a preſent of this fine bird to Rib- 
kah, we continued following it, over hills and dales, till night 
came on; when the deecntful creature had at length brought 
us into a foreſt, out of all ;3oad, it at once vaniſhed from our 
ſight. All farther ſearch after it became fruitleſs ; and now we 
law how wretched'y we were deluded, by a pleaſure which at 
firſt ſeemed ſo innocent: for to find our way out of the foreſt, 
there were no hopes; ſo that, very much dejected and quite 
ſpent, we laid ourſelves down by the fide of a buſh, 

Here we fell a weeping, and pitying each other ; when 
up came a ſon of violence, of the race of the giants, with 
pride and croelty in his looks; a tyger's ſcin hung down 
from his ſhoulders. After viewing us ſome time, with 2 
thundering voice he ordered us to follow him. We were 
obliged to comply; all our tears and entreaties were loſt on 
him. Who he was, we knew not ; but afterwards the an- 
gel who delivered us told us, he was a grandſon of the fa- 
mous Nimrod, his name Tidal, a ſorcerer, and dependent 
of the rebellious ſpirit Adramelech. In the deſart contigu- 
ous to the fouthern borders of Haran, he has his ſtrong hold, 
of vaſt extent, hewn by wonderful trength and art in a rock y 
mountain. His cruel delight is to ſteal children, and offer 
them in ſacrifice to Adramelech. He in return taught him 
magic, ſo far as to make inferior ſpirits flaves to his com- 
mands, Such was the fine bird which had led us aſtray, 
And often they enfnare under the appearance of beautiful 
damſcls, ſweetly ſinging : thus alluring paſſengers to them; 


for his power is confined to the deſart, where we fell into 


his lands. Various are his preſtiges. Often he decoys 


trave..ers by a garden richly planted with the moſt fightly 


flowers, and trees of golden fruit, and fragrant arbours, 
Soft airs incline them to {lumber in one of the a bours, 
which, on awaking, they find a thorny buth, He fiercely 
drove us before him into his caſtle. Its gates are iron, and 
all about them lay human bones: A fight which chilled 
our blood. We were in an agony a grict, deſpiiring ever 
again to ſee our dear parents, whoſe tender cares of us were 


thus ſadly diſappointed. Here he dragged us into a vaſt 


hall of black marble, whither his brother ſoon came; his 


1 21 


brother alſo in looks, ſhape, and emper I's whom he 
ſaid ; | 

Flere is this day's game, Gog. Did you ever ſee two 
prettier lads ? I think they rather exceed that blue eyed 
girl, „hich we ſacrificed on the new moon: yet ſhe ſcemed 
a daughter of love. See what a clear blood runs in theſe 
veins. I think 1 never faw two fitter for our purpoſe. 
This is a noble catch. To morrow morning I'll offer them 
to my patron Adramelech, When the ſweet edour of the 
ſacrifice reaches him, he will think he can never make me 
ſuflicient returas, 

Thus ſpoke he, whilſt we ſtood embracing each other 
weep we could not. The monſter, ſo far from being moved, 
talked to us of mirth. What avails it, ſaid he, to be thus 


_ whimpering againſt fate? It now came into Abiaſaph's 


mind, to try whether his melody could not awaken any hu- 
manity in Tidal; and taking his late, plaved the muſt mov- 
ing airs which had ever come from it. It was as if the very 
ſtrings mourned: my heart ſunk into quiet. The ph s, le- 
fore ſo horrible, had loſt all its terror; my blood zgar flow. 
ed ſmoothly, and my mind recovered its reflection. Liga! 
himſelf was moved; and full of joy, coming upto the youth, 
laid, You ewe your life to your luce, After the iacrifice, I 
{ſhall have a banquet, and you ſhall entertain the gueits with 
your muſic. But your companion, and he is allo the more 
likely of the two, ſhail be che victim ef to-morrow morn- 
ing's ſacrifice, Here the kind Abiafaph threw himfclf at 
Tidal's feet, and with ſtreams of tears thas ſupplicatcd for me x 

O, my lerd! let my requeſts foften thee. It thou hadſt 
a man for father, if thou didſt ſack a woman's breaft, if chou 
art not utterly degenerated, O bear me ! I conjure thee, by 
thy father and mother, let the young man live, My iite is 
wrapped up in his. Or, if thou art no man, no {on of man, 
yet thou art God's creature, and owelt obedience to him 
whoreigns in heaven. Fear the God of thander, ard aveid 
doing any hurt to innocence, Yet if neither fear ror geod- 
neſs can move thee, let this my laſt petition prevail with 
thee, if thou wilt not put me to death, and ſet this dear boy 
at liberty, keep me as thy ſlave at pleaſure, and let hin go. 
If he is put to death, be aſſured, that the moſt cruel tortures 


Mall never make me put a finger to my lute, 1 


you then ſein love with death, as to ſtrive for the precedence ? 


cf Satan. 3 
Wh Iſt he was thus ſtorming, a brightneſs like the ſyn 95 
ſuddenly filled our dark priſon. With joyful ſhudderings, 
I ſaw my angel Elhanan enter in celeſtial habiliments 
Tidal trembling, funk down to the ground, The ſeraph XZ 
incenſed, curſed him from the Lord; and ſtriking him with S 
his iron ſceptre, he fell down and rolled in the duſt, maim- 
ed in every limb. The rocky caſtle ſuddenly fell into a 


ready opened to him views of ſuture felicity, Still che look 3 


(23-3 


Liste errupte d him, and ſaid to the giant: If you have any 
ſenſe of the preſence of a good God, let us Ge to out pa- 
rents. But if one of us muſt bleed by your hands, let it be 3 


me. To ſee Abiaſaph die would be worſe than death, 
Ye brain-lick faols, replied the inhuman moni! -», are 


boch ſhall die. Curſe on this mean puſillanimity which be- 
gar to ſoften me in behalf of a minſtrel. No more your 
frantic requeſts. You ſhall both die, and bleed in honour = 


heap of ruins; and the infernal ſpirits, which here had 
ated ; in I idal's s ſpells, were ordered to their former place of 
torment. But the angel, with an affectionate kiis, compo- 
ſing our fluttering hearts, bore us on his extended wings t 
the grove of coders, where the deceitful bird had appeared | 
to us; then blefling us, returned to heaven, | 

Theſe and many more things Iſaac continued relating, % 
till in his narrative he renewed his affoQionate parting from 35 
Nahor and Abiaſaph, and of Milkah and Ribkah. The 
recollection awakened all his former ſenfations. The ſe fap- 27 
preſſod his ſyzech, and covered his face with tears. Sarak i 
kiſted them dry, and with an eye of fondneſs hung on the 
youth's beautiful face. Then praiſed ſhe the Lord of hea- 
y2n, who, faithful to the promiſes with which he had ho- 3 
noured Abraham, had ſo ſignally protected Iſaac, and al- 


of the Whole company were fixed on the darling boy; til, ; 
they liſtened: but Abraham was abſorbed in amaze and] 
deep penſiveneſs, when a ſervant haſtily comes in, informing # 
him that four camels with ſtrangers were in the court; 4 
man of noble mein, apparently in the vigour of youth, and 
wich him an aged perſon of benevolent aſpect, with a boy 
za his arms; and that ſlaves were an the * 

| | came 
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camels laden with choice produce of Arann, ſtorax, and 


4 1 
4 


% 


ums, and baliams. Abraham banned out with Eliezer to 
receive the ſtrangers, anc invite them to liberal hoſpitality. 
But how great his ſurprize and pleaſure, when, in the 
Kranger's lneaments, hc knew Ithmael, his fon by Hagar 
the Egyptian. Iſhmael falling on the ground, embraced his 
Father's knees, and. begged hie blefins. The father, em- 
bracing him, anſwered. Bleſted be . ou g 3 fon, in whoſe 
race | ſee myic! te lord * 
in thy face traces of virtue. II 
freſhes me as 2 fruitful 161. ( ome, \ By dear fon, come in, 
and let me. hear what the Lord has done for If} me). Bvt 
cell me firſt who is this ct 2mely child in this 200d old man's 
Jap: it is your peried reſemblance. J{hmael taking the boy, 
caught him filial reverence, bowing him to bis divine ancef- 


* 


* 
cd 
3 
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7555 thy garments re- 
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"or. Then, addreſſing himſelf to Abraham, O my father, 


bleſs him alio ; this 1 is Nat 12joth my firſt chud, hom God 
gave to me in Paran, Some concerns calling me to Gilg- 
had, I brought the boy with me, that he might receive thy 
blethng. Allow: father, that he may remain with thee here, 
till I return from Guilghad. Abraham taking the child in 
his arms, kiſſed him; and with eyes darting cordial wiſhes 
to heaven, Hleſed him. His ſon now follows him into the 
tent, whilſt Eliezer employed himſelf in providing for their 
entertainment, and in laying up Iſhmael's preſents. 
Abraham introduced Iſhmael and his lovely child to the 


family. In Iſaac the fight of his brother kindled ſuch a fer- 
vid joy that he ran in to his embraces, before he had ſaluted 
Sarah. As brothers born of one mother ; like twins who 


had together Hung at her breaſts, after a long lamented ſe- 


_ paration, embrace each other with tears of joy and love, ſo 


embraced they each other. This generous affection ſtrongly 
affected Sarah's tender heart. She alſo kiſſed Iſaac's bro- 
ther with maternal complacency, and admiring, viewed his 
face, But with more tender ſentiments kaſtened ſhe to kiſs 
young Nabajoch, who as if in her he had his own careſſing 


mother, with ſmiling face threw his little arms about her 


neck. Now ſeating themfelves, Tihmael related to his fa- 
ther, how the Lord had been with him; how ty an angel 
ne had preſerved him in the wilderneſs of Berſneba, when he 
: Was 


Wich joy I ſee. 
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was near periſning; how at firſt he had lived amidſt the 

alm-trees of Paran, a hunter in the mazy wilderneſs. How 
afterwards he had married Baſrath of Mizraim, a kinſwo- 
man of Hagar, with whom he brought away to Paran preat 
vealth in camels, oxen, and ſheep. How he had entered 


into a compact with the inhabitants of the hills of Paran. 


How they choſe him leader of a band, to protect them again 
the robbers of the wilderneſſes of Sin and Sapher. And 
how in the fertile plains of Rimah he had built an altar to 
the God Shaddai : And laſtly pitched his tents amidſt a 
grove of fig-trees, as his ſettled abode. 

Thus related he the ways of Abraham's God towards 
him: and the accempliſnment of the promiſe given to his 
mother by an angel, when diſtreſſed in the wilderneſs. For 
was he not alſo Abraham's ſeed, whom the Lord had choſen 
to make himſelf known to the nations of the earth ? In fa- 
milier diſcourſe they cloſed the evening. Yet an unuſual 
gravity had inſenſibly ſpread aver the patriarch's forchead ; 
and ncw w#s he coaftrained thus to damp their joy. Sarah, 
and ye my bleſſed ſons, this day hath the Lord again given 
me two ions. Iſaac, the fon of his promiſe, and to him 
parciculariy conſecrated ; him have I received from Haran 
the ſame in virtue, and improved in Krength and itature 
Thee, Iſhmae!, highly favoured by previdence, the ſame 


day reſtores to me; and more deferving my affection than 
when a viſion ſignified to me, that Shaddai had appointed 
thee another dwelling place. But, however willingly my 


heart dilates itſelf to receive the ſweet delight of ſpending 


this day with you in affectionate converſe, yet is intent on 


a ſuperior command. Know therefore, all, that this morn- 
ing the Lord appeared to me in celeſtial glory, with orders 
that I ſhould go with Iſaac to Moriah, and there on a hill 
which he himſelf would ſhew, offer to him a well-pleaſing 
ſacrifice. Zarly to-morrow morning Iſaac goes. with me; 


the will of the Lord is to be fulfilled, fo haſte becomes us, 
hen Ged commands. The ſeraph, who continually be- 


holds him, inſtantly follows his intimatign, and irradiates 
the heavens in his obedient ſpeed, Therefore, Sarah, feaſt 
thy motherly eye, whiltt it is given thee, on thy dear fon ; 
and the time of abſence let little Nebajoth ſhorten by like en- 


dearments, N He 
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He tpoke ; and with ferene countenance Sarah returned: 
Bo as Jehovah has commanded the. At his command the 
moſt render with of my heart is ſilent; not a tcar ſhall my 
eyes ſhed. This eye, which in ſceing Iſaac agaia has feen 
luch ſhining marks of the divine goodneſs, ſhall not lament. 
Co, my ſon, thou art dear in the fight of the Eternal. The 
wings of Providence are ſpread over thee where-ever thou 
goeſt. O that I might follow thee! Yet every motion of 
tay devou: heart, every rapture of vereration, with which 
for the welfare of mankind thou lifteſt up thy ſappiitant 
arms, is alſo mine. Jehovah will hear me, though diſtant 
from thee, Go then, and return diſtinguiſhed with new 
bleſings. Thus ſpoke ſhe, and with repeated 3 
braced the dear youth, wiilit he remained long filent in'mu- 
tual embraces, till in an ecſtaſy, he thus vented his glowing 
heart: What an honour is this command of God to me! 
that he ſhould chuſe me to bring an ciering of his own ap- 
puintment ! If any conjecture be not too bold, ſomething 
remarkable is at hand. Perhaps the heavens hall open and 
deſcend ; and! ſhall be ſo favoured, as to ſee the ſkirts of 
the Lord, and live. Perhaps, from his very mouth, or 
from one of his ſeraphe, I ſha]! hear things to come; or 
even be indulged with a fight of thoſe golden times, Which 
were the hopes of our forefathers, But whatever may lay 
conceaicd under the command, I am ready, father, to follow 
thee. At the ftirlt dawn of the day will [be in readineſs, 
O that the bleſſed hour were now come ! | 

Abraham, at theſe words ſighed towards heaven. His 


pre ſſures before Iſaac's arrival were but faint images ofthoſe, 
with which his heart now labcured, on hearing the joy ful 


conjectures and reſolution of his pious fun. Yet under theſe 
{uſferings, his ſteady will remained placid, and thus in 
thoughts he addreſſed his God : My ſon1s thine, O my 


Creature; this ſublime ſpirit, his heart inflamed with piety, 


are the gifts of thy grace, To thee it alſo belongs to let thy 


choſen continue on earth, a mode! to his generation; or to 
taice him to thee, into the choir of hezvenly eſſences ; as 
antiently thou didſt remove Enoch from the earth, that his 
eye might never more tee any thing polluted. Is Iſaac thug 
to be removed! But, O Father, !.:cugthen me, ſupport my 

| Spirit,” 


1 


ſpirit, and forgive the pangs of my conflicting heart, if 
offenſtve to thee, Yet theſe, O Lord, ſhall be ſilent be- 
fore thee. 

Abraham's thoughts aſcended up to Jehovah, and he ap- 
pointed him his recompence. Then ſpoke he to Eloah, to 
Elhanan, and others who attend about the ſanctuary: 

Seraphs, ve who make the earth your more immediate 
Care, preferably to other worlds, do you detire to ice human 
virtue in more exalted dignity than hitherto it has been 
known ? Look towards Canaan ; there Abraham dwells ; 
ve know him. The holy fimp!! icity of his walk; his vir- 
tue, ſo near evea to yours, has often given you delight. 
My eye 1:telf, among all born of Adam, has ſeen one only 

who walked before me ſo intent on the deſtination for which 
I created man, Enoch alone, thy heavenly-minded favour- 
ite, Eloah. But the trial to which I now bring his virtue 
ſhall be honoured by mankind, and by their Creator. Sons, 
ve ſhall ſee it, and {tall alſo honour Abraham. 1] have or- 

dered him to ſacrifice to me, with his own hand, the fog of . 
the promiſe, his Iſaac. Never did father love a ſon more; of 
and the ſon is worthy of all his father's love. On his birth x 

I ſailed with diltinguiſhiag favours ; and his foul you faw, 
when E:hanan cendutted it to earth. The heavenly holt, 
Elhanan, congratulated thee on being appointed his angel, 
Him is his father to offer up to me; and readily he obeys 
the try ing com mand; not a murmur Gdefiles his lips; he 
preiſes mie under his diftrefles : but alrcady have 1 ſettled 
on him ſuitable rewards. From Abraham's ſeed ſkall iſſue 
the bleſſing of the earth, even my Mefiah ; and many fons 
of virtue, many holy generations fnull call him Father, and 
inherit the patrimonial blefings. But thee, Elhanan, 1 
again fend to earth, to be a witneſs of his reſigaed piety. 
No motion of his heart is to eſcape thee ; n word, no look, 
expreſſive of the ſtate of the ſoul. Be thou pieſent to the 
final cloſe, that the angels may from thue receive an account 
of this mv worthy ſervant, 

Now night, like a fix-w inged cherab. wich its ſtarry plu- 
mage, reigned over the 8 ex>anſ:, and to toil and 
care offered repoſe. Abraham ha. taten a repalt with the 
perſont of all others dearch te him, ii converiation bee 

| coming 
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gaming thoſe: whom angels had ſo often viſited, becoming 

the choſen of the Lord, till a hymn of correſpondent im- 

port concluded the devout colloguy. Iſaac ſang, accompa- 
nied by Timnah's melodious lute. He ſang the pious man, 

who keeps his eye fixed on the Lord, whole ſole ſcope is to 

live according to his dictates; who with an equa] mind re- 

ceives from his hands joy and grief; with grateful heart 

this day looks forward to views fall of hope and felicity ; 

to-morrow ſees every hope blaſted, and the proſpect garken- 

ed; ſees it ſedate, knows that he who dwells in Glympus 

ever chuſes the beſt for his; and evil, when ſent by him, i; 

good. Such was the theme of Iſaac's ſang ; the force ol 

truth, the ſweetneſs of his voice, and the modulations of the 
animated ſtriags with ſublime motions, extaſied the audience. 

Abraham fell into a ſoothing abſence ; his mufing ſoul in a 

ſcale of ſpeculations aſcended from truth te truth, till it 
brightened up, that every painful ſentiment diſſolved in the 

radience of inſpired wiſdom. The ſong concludes. Let 
fil! in Abraham's heart reſounded the lenient harmony. 

He lay abſorbed in thought, as in a lumber. Thus a ſe- 

raph, after bringing God's commands to remote heavens, 

finks wearied into ſweet repoſe, amidſt the ſoft ſtrains of gra- 
tulating harps. | 


The family being retired to ſleep, and Abraham and Sa- 


rah in the innermoſt part of the tent, the anxious mother 
aſked the cauſe of that ſecret trouble which ſhe had plainly 
oblerved in his countenance. Abraham anſwered : Thy 
queſtion I cannot blame. Where we ſeek for joy, to {ce the 
_ appearances of grief, ſtrikes the ſenſible heart; though 
ſometimes of pureſt joys the vehicle is only as fleeting clouds, 
of ſhort contingance. For how nigh is pain to pleaſure ? 
Joy has ſighs, and melancholy, raptures. However, I ſhall 
impart to thee the thought, which mingled tears of ſorrow 
with my tears of joy. When you ſo fondly embraced the 
boy, a gloomy thought came acroſs me, and in the midſt of 
fweet ſenſations ſhook me with ſtrange terrors. I thought, 
what if a ſudden ſtroke of fate ſhould deprive thee of that 
dear child ; and not ſeldom has the Lord viſited even thoſe 
whom he loved beſt with ſuch afflictions. This was what 
troubled my imagination; but the impreiſion ſoon paffed 
erer. | E | | Thus 


( 29 ) 


Thus ſpoke he; and not contrary to truth were his word: 
Yet ſaw not the mother into this myſtery, She replied; 
much moved : 

My dear, how thou ſhockeſt nie! How could that thought 
enter into thy ſoul ! the moſt direful of all thoughts! I 
tremble to hear it. Could I part from thee, Iſaac ! how 
could I part with thee, my dear, my only ſon ? Alas! to be 
deprived of the ſmiles of thine inaocent eyes, and thine af- 
fectionate talk with which thou tewardeſt my fondneſs. Few 
then and moſt wretched would be my days. But why do I 
dwell upon ſuch a diſmal ſabje&t ? O, my honeured ſpouſe; 
Jet not ſuch a thought any more enter thy heart; ſee brighter 
views offer themſelves to us; to us brilliant futurity opens a 
paradiſe of golden hopes: I was baſking in them, till this. 
dreadful ſurmiſe of thine, like a thunder-clap, diſturbed 
them. Let us entertain better hopes, and hopes grounded 
on ſovereign Providence, which gave him to us, has preſery- 
ed him, and crowned him with promiſes, the remembrance 
of whieh is a continual fountain of joy to me. O the rap- 
tures which ſwell my heart, when I think on thofe hopes, 
which ſeem as it were beckoning to me, as near at hand, and 
the traces of which I plainly perceived in Iſaac's accgunt of 
his life at Haran. O, my dear child, I ſee thee already hap- 
Py in a bride worthy of thee. God himſelf has for thee 
_ decked her with the luſtre of the morning; formed her en- 
tirely according to thy heart; endued her with every virtu- 
ous diſpoſition, and all perfection of faculty and beauty, 
She loves thee, and tho her. Methinks I ſee already 
round me a blooming troop of boys and girls, calling the? 
father, and whoſe looks ſhew thee fo. They play about 
me. Delightful ſight ! O happy ſon, and happy mother 
who bore thee, and ſuckled thee ! Under this lively hope, 
the years which retard the accompliſhment of them will thde 
a y like months. Yes, my dear {pouſe, if before theſe 
happy umes my eyes ſhould cloſe, and never ſee the object 
ot my child's love, nor liſping grandchildren ever call me 
m „ner, then will I entreat ſome angel to convey me hither, 
Wü re 1nviltole I may look down, and partake of your kap- 
weis | N | 
1 tvs ſpoke the beſt of mothers. The father mo 
ITE: Þ | | Juſtly 
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Juſtly from the origin ef good may we expect good; more 
than we wiſh will he do. The hope, O Sarah, which thy NJ 
motherly heart embraces with ſuch thankfulneſs and joy, 1 
is the moſt precious which God allows to mortals. Yet, oh 1 
uard thine heart, leſt too much love to God's creatures in- 14 
fenſibiy ſtifle the thoughts of God: Fer often our thoughts 1 
are not as his. Eajoy the felicities of futurity; yet enjoy 
them fo as, at his will, ſerenely te relinquiſh them. | 
Thus Sarah and Abraham held editying diſcourſe, till 
!eep ſpread over them its balmy wings. | 


The End of CANTO II. 
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F. LHANAN, now by the divine order ſtationed neat 
Abraham, and to whom Sarah, as his Iſaac's mother, 
was particularly dear, and heard the converſation between 
the pious pair; and ſeeing her aſleep amidſt ſuch gladden- 
ing ideas, thus thought within kimſelf: Faſt afleep ! fond 
mother! amidſt what pleaſing hopes did fleep ſteal on thee ' 
even in ſleep they {mile on thy amiable face! But alas! how 
ſoon will thy ſmiles be turned into mute grief! thy heart, 
now ſo calm, be thaken by a moſt deſolating tempeſt! Thy 
diſtreſs will be as if caſt down from heaven into an inhoſ- 
pitable wild! In the morning wilt thou cry, oh that nigat 
were come! thou dreadeſt the day's chearing light. Be- 
hold night comes, and it avails thee not! Wretched Sarah! 
thy thoughts, and hence all thy woe, are not the thoughts 
of God; no, not of angels! They with rejoicing humility 
adore the thoughts of the Deity, The complaint or wailing 
of a ſpirit is to us, as if the harmoniodBfpheres ſnould buff 
into jarring diſſenance. Vet, oh tender mother, every throw 
of thine goes to my heart ! Thou waſt created ſenſible ; ten- 
der 1s thy ſoul, full of goodneſs and purity; would it had 
equal ſtrength to encounter afflictiou, and conform its move- 
ments to the divine diſpenſacions ! To ſee thee thus ſmiling 
with deluſive ideas, fills me with dejection, and draws the 
Pitying tear to my eye. But on a ſudden, ſerenity ſcatters 
theſe diſmal thoughts; radiant views inſenſibly open, and 
ſhed a brightneſs on the mournful event! O Iſaac, long be- 
fore I could hope for ſuch a pleaſure, I ſhall embrace thee _ 
in the ſtate of beautitude; early arc theu ripened for hea- 
yen! Open ye heavens, ſhine brighter ye lucent bowers, 
where ſoon he is to join our choirin praiſing the Sovereign 
of heaven and earth; ye ethereal clouds, cheriſh with yen1a! 
moiituce that Lowery field whither I ſhall lead him to 85 5¹ * 
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e ubraces of the rejoicing ſeraphs, there cauſe faireft fprinp ( 
„loom. Could J hope fo ſoon to call my precious ward my 
lIwother, when, unconſcious, thou followedeſt me to dwell 
in a fleſhly body, When Sarah firſt gave thee her mother- 
zy kifles, even then a joyful proſpe® extended itſelf; thy 
carthly life promiſed me, as ſpectator and guardian of it, 
delights compenſating my abſence from heaven, Virtue in 
mortals gladdens the inhabitants of Olympus: yes, ſweet 


is it on ſaddened cheeks, and in eyes of love, to ſee the glit- 


tering tears, tears of raptute, when the whole force of latent 
_ tenderneſs breaks forth; ſweet it is ro hear the fondling 
babe, in the mother's jap, liſping the names felt in the heart 
long before utterance, Sweet is it to ſee a father's dimmed 
eye ſparkle in viewing a numerous train of heirs to kis bleſſ- 


ings, and by his example inured to virtue. Theſe were ob- 


jects of N to me; but now Iſaac is a ſource of 
higher joys ! O raviſhing approach of thy con ſumate feli - 
city! Yes, dear youth, thou exchangett thy earthly life for 
the viſion of God; for Eloah's hymns, life eternal, and 


early perfection. Bleſſed youth, now the ſight of thy ſtream- 


ing blosd willnot draw a tear from me ; no, when thy love- 
ly head ſhall droop like the withering lilly, ſo far fram be- 
wailing thy death as premature, I ſhall embrace thy ſoul, 
and with my ſtrongeſt flight, ſoar with it exulting to the 
angelic choir, Dr bn”. 5 
Having thus ſpoke, to Iſaac's couch returning, ſolaceful 
dreams he ſhed around the {leeping youth. Now day broke, 
and Abraham, awaked by the afflux of the purple dawn, 
aroſe, and with ſad complaceney, on his ceming into the 


hall, found Iſaac already girded, and the travelling-ſtaff in 


his hand. Attention to the divine command had interrupt- 
ed a celeftial dream : he ſaw bands of ſeraphs in the opened 
heavens hovering round the clouds which ſhroud the Deity's 
auguſt ſanctuary, their azure wings emitting ambrofial fra. 


—.— From viſions awakened to rapture, he leaped from 
is couch, eager to equiphimſelf for the journey, which, 


through the typical dream, promiſed him heavenly appari- 


tions. With fervid joy he tells his father the dream, urging 
him to haſte, Iſhmael and Eliezer delayed not to pay their 


* parting ſalutation. But how differently did * 
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affect them ! Iſhmael was inclined that the fatigued camel; 
ſhould reſt that day, then proceed, and from Gilead's mift7 
Hills bring to Mizraim Jabdanum and nardus, and the pre- 
cious tears of myrrh : he alſo intimated his ſtrong deſire, 
after their return, to ſpend ſome ſocial days with ſuch be- 
loved company, then haſten to his affectionate Baſmatk. In 
the mean time, Sarah had loaded an aſs and two ſlaves with 
proviſions for ſeven days; and all things wait the departure. 
Abraham with tender wifes looſens himſelf from Sarah”; 
cloſe embraces, then cordially embraced the ſon of Hagar. 
And ſcarce could good Eliezer withdraw his arms from Iſaac, 
till he dropped them, over- powered by forrow, A ſtream 
of tears gathering in his ſwollen eyes, be turned aſide from 
the dear youth. Iſaac, with brotherly eordiality, throwing 
himſelf into IſhmaeVs arms, ſaw not his diſordered viſage. 
But now, gentle Iſaac, a perſon ftill more beloved claims 
thy endearments, thy tendereſt kiſſes, Sarah, thy reſpected 
mother, haſtens to detain thee with her parting embraces. 
She wept not; with countenance of placid joy ſhe bleſſed 
him, and bleſſed him with compoſed affection: conceiving 
his journey was the appointed means for receiving 3 
favours from the moſt High, grief had been criminal: her 
ſon alſo, fluſhed with the like expectation, hung extaſied on 
her glowing cheek. Thus the noble- minded Serena parted 
from her beloved Diocles, when going to his remote pa- 
rents; her eyes, though tearleſs, ſhewed Jove inexpreſſibſe; 
with firm ſpeech ſhe ſent her good wiſhes to his Sipha, nor 
forgot the courteous Daphne; then ſilent looks up to hea- 
ven, then again, with calm regret, takes a ſecond parting 
look of Diocles, whoſe affection, animated by the magnani- 
mity of its dear object, diſdained to vent its grief, The 
moſt tender of mothers beheld ſuch decorum with joy, and 
to fondneſs dedicated only one tear. After a long embrace, 


Sarah thus expreſſed herſelf : Go then, my dear ſon, whi- 


ther our God Shaddai has appointed thee ; it joys me to ſee 
thine eyes ſparkle with glorious hopes, and thy pious im- 
patience to hear the real voice of God ſpeaking in perſon to 
thee. Thou waſt born by his promiſe. Go then, and re- 
turn highly favoured by him. 75 


He ſpeoded as the roe leaping on the mountains; alread 


tufted 
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taufte Marare vaniſhes from their ſight, In vain the family 
with eager looks ſeeks them amidſt the azure vapours of the 
diſtant hills. 5 45 

With the travellers Elhanan wisged his way, inviſible, 
as the appointed witneſs of this ſingular tranſattion, and at- 
tentively obſerved the patriarch's looks. 
Thou, under whoſe auſpices I have attempted the pious 
fong, O ſacred mule, to whom the thoughts of men and an- 
gels are revealed, who heareſt the ſofteſt ſtirrings within the 
conctalinn boat incline thy ear to me! propitious impart 
What Elhanan read in Abraham's viſage, what his ſenſations, 
hat thoughts agitated his ſoul, when in abſtractive penſive- 
reſs, he regarded neither the chearing progreſs of the ſunny 
day, the varying richneſs of the extenſive proſpects, nor even 
Ris beloved Iſaac, who in rapturous hymns adored the crea- 
tor of all he ſaw. 


l am then a going to thee, thou land of viſion; it is to 
Moriah I am thus haſtening, and to diſtain it with the inno- 


cent blood of my only ſon ; and by this hand he is to bleed! 
Ye hills, and ye ſurmounting ceders, an only and beloved 
fon ſhall ye ſes fall under a father's hands. Such is Shad- 
dal's command, He has ſelected him for a ſacrifice ! Will 
then the dear child's harmleſs blood delight him! Oh my 

withered glery | Sad extinction of ſuch heavenly. hopes! 
Alas! ſweet lamb, thou ſingeſt blyth, thou knoweſt not 
thy fate. Thy blooming face fall ſmiles like this valley; 


Kill in thee circalate the ſprings of life, like lowing breoks, 
Uke ſtreams in the garden of the Lord. But how toon is all 


this to paſs away Soon will thy beautiful face be disfigured 
by the agonies of death, thy body lie ſhivering, pale, and 
bloody. Methinks the dreadful ſpot is be fore me; my dear 


I ſaac bleeds; I ſee the laſt throb of his con vulſed breait. Oh 


Lis languid eyes ſtill ſhow affectionate refignation ! oh thou 


faireſt flower! Nature appailed, is every-where ſilent. Mo- 


Nah, thou quakeſt under me; Zion, thedeed affrights thee, 
o more pleaſing fights accuſtomed ; for amidſt thine um- 
bragecus cedars Noah oft poured forth bis fervent oraifons, 
ft have Deborah's hy + ns conſecrated thy ſummits ; and 
tay roſy Sharon is the chearful reſort cf the neighbouring 
youth. But now the lugubrious moans of death will be 

heard, 
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keard, and the blood of an only ſon ſhed by his own fat he: 
will defile thy ſides. Ah how my blood chills! how my 
heart recoils! Silence, nature. My will is dedicated to 
God. Withold me not from ſwift obedience to kis command. 
A dark veil indeed is drawn over my fate; a thicker gloom 
encompaſſes me, than when, in obſcure imagery, terrified F. 
faw che remote tranſactions of my progeny; when in the 
night the terrors of the Lord came on me, and ke uttered 
his voice in thunder. Lord, unfathomable art thou in thy 
judgments ! loſty and dark are thy ways ! a facred obſcuri- 
ty, co human eye impervious,” covers thy decrees. But oh 
a beam ſuddenly breaks in on my diſtreſſed foul,” and diſ- 
perſes the gloom. Is it illuſion ] or is the thought which 
now riſes in me from Ged! is it not te throw a light 
on my dark deſtiny ? Why, viſit totally unexpected, comes 
my firſt ſon, by unhappy Hagar, en the very day when God 
demands Iſaac of me ! By what mazy ways has the Lord 
brought him hither, as for ſome myſterious view Can it be 
a Nabajoth to whom the promiſe is aſſigned! Was it only to 
my faich, that for a few years he beſtowed on me ſuch a 
child as Iſaac, in every excellence fo complete! Is it in Iſh- 
mael's feed that the nations are to be blefled ! God of my 


1 fathers, thy will be done. Welcome, thou bleſſed of the 
| | aps as he is pleaſed to tak? Iſaac to himſelf, thou ſhalt 


my Iſaac. Yet this may be but a vain imagination. For- 
give, O Lord, fergive the preſumptuous conjecture Which 
approaches thy ſecret; trembling it recedes. Let not man 
with bold enguiry-proſanc thy counſels! there let cherubs 
veil! Whatever be the divine decree, the promiſe thou didſt 
deign to give me ſtandeth ſure, The heavens may paſs away, 

but the word of the Lord abideth. Sooner ſhall the aſhes of 

my ſon's conſumed corſe, impregnated by thy breath, bring 
forth a youth; ſooner (hall the animated ſtones become 
men, than the word of thy glorious promiſe fail. 

Such were the patriarch's thoughts; and now-he turned 
his pitying look - to Iſaac, who anſwering them with a fmile, 
faid : Pather, the country now before us brings to my mind 
a beautiful ſpot, where Ribkah tavgat me a | Hh ; if you 


pleaſe, you ſhall hear it. This fine weather and pleaſant 
county, with the fuging of rhe birds, reminds me of many 
| | _ delightful 


1 


delightful hours I paſſed in the fields, with that beautiful 
damſel, and my dear Abiaſapn. 

Abraham ſmiled aſſent; and thus the pleaſed youth began: 

Joy, delight of God and man, aſſociate of innocence, 
from yonder ſunny Kill, or from this flowery vale, where 
enamoured fpring embraces thee, come and aid my ſong ; 
quit the-field of lillies and the ſpicy grove, Who is this 
iflaing from the ſpicy grove, fair as the ſilver moon, ſtate- 
ly as the cedar ? Is ſhe a ſeraph, one of the celeſtial youth, 
of freſh creation ? Her eye gently darts love into the charm- 
ed breaſt! ſhe can be no other than a ſeraph! Or is thy 
name joy? O happy, beyond all words happy they who 
baſk in thy beams! Yes, it is ſhe ; at my requeſt ſhe comes, 
See how ambrofial flowers ſhoot thick up under her ſteps, 
and with fragrance and varied luſtre announce her coming 
on. Hail, fiſter of the ſpring ! the ſmiling hours with reſy 
chaplets attend thee, all beautiful, and of the ſame birth 
all! O Joy, ſpread thy enraßturing wings, and bear me to 
the empyreal regions! I Joſe ſight of terreſtrial ſcenes. O 
Creator, elevated by ſacred joy, I approach thy throne, to 
fing thy praiſe. Nature joins in my hymns to thee, from 
the waving grove melody aſcends, and to thee the odorous 
vales breathe incenſe. Second my ſong, ye offspring of ere- 
ation, chaunt Almighty Love, the ſource of our being. Ye 
ſeraphs, ye hoſts of heaven, reſound his praiſe; and ye 
limpid ſtreams, which meandering wind mug roſeate mar- 
gins, warble his praiſe through all your courſe, carry it to 


the mighty waves; let every thing that lives in air, ſea, and 


land, praife the Lord, and rejoice in his goodneſs. 

Tus ſang he; and to the lay ſucceeded diſcourſe of high 
concernment, fhortening the way, Two days and nights 
had paſſed, and the third morning was now adyancing Hm 
the chambers of the eaſt, when the divine Abraham, lifting 
up his eyes, in the grey diſtance perceived a Fountain ſu- 
E in height; this was Moriah, The patriarch 


new the country. The preseeing night he had a viſion of 


celeſtial eſſence, ſaying to him: In token of the hill where 
God requires thy ſacrikce, a dove fhall meet thee from Sha. 


ron; follow it till thou ſeeſt it 1 * on one of the hills; 


there is Iſaac to be offered. The ſhining guide now appears 


in 
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in view, its flight directed towards them. The youth firſt 
deſcried it, and rejoiced, immediately concluding it to be 
of the breed of that auſpicious dove, which, as antient ſong 
records, met Shem at Sion. The patriarch ſaw it, and 
the ſight pierced his heatt ; but, as enjoined, he followed 
it towards Moriah, The patriarch halting at the foot 
of the hill, ordered his ſervants there to wait his return. 
Then laying the wood for the burnt-cftering on Iſaac's 
ſhoulders, and taking the knife and lire, he aſcended the 
hill, his fon alone accompanying him, and the dove leading 
the way. The youth's heart dilates with heavenly ideas, a 
ſilent awe impreſſes him, a devout bluſh overſpreads his 
fixed countenance, as if under a ſenſe of the ncar approach 
of God. | 

Having reached the ſummit, he ſaid to Abraham: Father, 
we are on the mount where God has appointed the ſacrifice, 
yonder I ſee the dove alighted ; but where 1s the lamb we 
are to offer ? | 

Theſe innocent words were another poiniard in the father's 
heart; and, with looks of fore conflict, he thus anſwered : 


The God Shaddai, my dear, will provide a lamb, Here 


grief ſtopped his ſpeech. The youth alio forbore farther 
enquiry ; both ſilent aſcend the Jong acclivity of the ſacred 
Hill ;- to this ſummit of ic latter ages kave given the name of 


Golgotha. Here, thou Meſſiah, incarnate God, be aſtoniſh- 


ed ye heavens, and humble thy ſelf, O earth! didſt bleed 
for mankind. Both having reverennally proſtrated them- 
ſelves, Abraham raiſed an alter of the verdant ſod, and 


having placed the wood on it, thus ſpoke to his wondering ſon, 


Now, fon, hear what lamb God hath chofen : tremble 


not, my dear--- Jehovah has ordered, and ke is Lord over 


all, he has ordered me, to ſacrifice---thee----thee---to him 


---thee, ne only ſon, by thy mother---there is no pain- 
ſaving his command, though with a Bleeding heart I execute 


it. God gave thee to ms ; to him thou belongeſt, he row 
takes thee away---but it is for thy happineſs.---Weep not, 
my child; rather rejoice that the moſt High chuſes thy 
blood preferable to that of the lambs in the vale, to be a 
type of the Redesmer. Look up, behold the gates of hea- 
ven open to receive thee ; ſeraphs wreath chaplers for thee ; 
there ſhalt thou ſee God, and live. This thou didſt ardent- 


ly 
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iy wiſh ; and in much greater glory ſhalt thou ſee him, than 


mortal eye can bear, even face to face | Surely ſuch hopes, 


fo ſuperior to whatever the ear diſplays, ſhould ſuppreſs 
all tears. With becoming willingneſs reſigu thy life to the 
Creator---he removes thee to one infinitely better, to the 
ſtate of his elect, | 

Whilſt Abraham was thus ſpeaking, the youth, with 
child-like warmth, threw his arms about him, and a few 
tears dropped on his father's pallid checks, as ſtooping he 
held him in his embraces, This ſight affected Eibanan, 
his emotions dimmed his celeſtial mein. As a ſoft damſel, 
on a viſit to a favourite companion, a thouſand pleaſing ideas 
dancing in her gay imagination, with Hep alert enters the 
room, when, inſtead af being met with open arms, ſhe ſees 
the worthy object of her tenderneis languiſhing under ſick- 


peſs, and faintly hold out to her a withered hand, at once 


the ſympathizing maid ſtands bereft of every charm, dead- 
ened is the ſparkle of her eye, the bloom of her cheek ſud- 
denly fades; nor leſs was the ſeraph's beauty overcaſt. And 
now he hears Iſaac thus ſedately addreſs the admoniſhing 
patriarch : The tears, my father, which thou ſaweſt me 
{hed, are not involuntary tears; and much leſs proceed they 
from'fear. The eye ſhews the heart: view me, and be that 
the token of my obedience. I did, indeed, hope for a 
longer life on this earth, to be the ſupport and joy of your 
declining years, and to ſooth the laſt hours of the beſt of 
motners* Hopes of great delight preſented themſelves to 
me, ſo that, at the very thought of them, tears have barlt 
forth---yet willingly, O father, forego 1 every joy for that 


which God has appointed for me: but my mother----that 


thought harrows my ſoul- -I weep for her---how will her 
tenderneſs bear my unexpgcted death + O divine Mcihah, 
through whom my blood will be a grateful offering to the 
Deity, ſtrengthen her; aſſuape her diſtreſs with heavenly 
ſolacements. I truſt he will comfort her, and you alſo, my 
rather. And now away all ſorrow, tears, and ſighs; no 
earthly regret ſwells my heart; it is devoted to God. Here 
{ am father; the offering is willing to bleed; do unto me 


as God has ordered---Q eleyating thought! O thought of 


wee tneſs inexpreſſible! to behold the Deity, to contemplate 


| him 
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him, in adoring proftrations before his throne, and live! 
What a tranquility doſt thoaampart ! My foul is now all 
light and triumph ! ---No hopes, no lamenting friends, nor 
deareſt Ribkak, nor thy tears or wringing hands, thou beſt 
of mothers, could diſturb this heavenly calm, could draw 
from tne one with of continuing in an earthly life, the lealt 
inclination to turn my back on thoſe glorious views opening 
before me. Father and mother, relations and aſſociates, 
lament not for me; or if natural love forces your tear: for 


my untimely death, rejoice alſo at my felicity. 


The raptured ſera ph, at theſe words, recovered all his na- 
tive beauty, and moved forward in wide effulgence, prepar- 
ing to receive the diſlodged ſoul, and convey it to that bliſs, 
the ſure expectation of which ſuſtained it in this trial, to na- 
ture ſo big with terror. Abraham once more kiſſed Iſaac, 
dropping only one tear on his blooming cheek, which no 
tear of his now wetted ; yet hove their convulſed hearts with 
ſenſations, by few felt, and by theſe not to be deſcribed. 

| Iſaac now compoſedly placed himfelf on the wood, as a 
nearer approach to the fruition of his hopes. Abraham, 


with worſhipping eye; thus addreſſed his God: Lord, Iam 


now ready; my heart has girded itſelf with iron; it fighs 
no more; reluctant nature is filent ; behold, every faculty, 
paſſton, and power in me, are all obedience to thy ſacred 
will, I give up thy beſt gift; the comfort, the delight of 
my life, the ſtay of my ſancticy, LI lay at thy feet; with my 
own hand I ſacrifice my all to thee ! O ſplendid ideas! let 
my mind have one fleeting libation of your delights, irradi- 
ate it with one momentary ray, befote ye leave me for ever. 
For ever; for ſoon, inſtead of that joy which ja the morning 
gladdened my waking mind, ang often mingled with my 
nightly dreams, my portion will be ſettled affliction. Soon 


will Mamre, where, my dear Iſaac, thy fweet voice ſo often 


charmed me, ſoon will its oaks, where the Meffiah himſelf 
promiſed thy birth, inſtead of hymns hear only lamenta- 
tions ; for all who knew thee will bewail thee. How was 


my heart moved within me, at thy endearing accents when 


thou called me father ! but that {ſweet ſound never more 


_ ſhall | hear -I ſhall no more hear Iſaac's ſweet voice. Tho, 


4) od, gaveſt him to me, and even now ſeeſt now: 1 — 
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ed in him. Very gracious art thou to man, and in a happy 


hour on the tables of deſtiny haft thou written his life: The 


angels rejoiced at his nativity, and mortals to their offspring 
with the fate of him, who ſees his ſon growing up in every 
virtue. But, O Creator, Iſaac baft thou eminently diſtin- 
28 ; ſo refined a ſoul ! ſuch ſuperior faculties ! ſuch 

eavenly temper ! ſuch piety ! ſuch early wiſdom ! and this 


peerleſs youth was mine; I brought him up; ke called me 


father. Behold him and all his virtues crowned in this re- 
ſignation- by my hand is he to dis; but, O ſovereign Cre- 
ator, I complain not---ſhall T dare to complain of thee ?--- 
rather thankſgivings become my lips! Yes, my foul, O 
bounteous God, ſhall thank thee for ſuch a child, and his 
life ſo long preſerved ! Bleſſed be thou, Father of mercies, 
for each day of his precious life, for every rupture, when in 
Him, with anticipating ideas, I ſaw the future Redeemer, 
the Saviour of my fallen progeny. O Creator, theſe praiſes 
I offer for thy goodneſs ; and do thou propitious accept the 
ſacrifice from my obedient hand. 2 
Thus ſpake the magnanimous patriarch, and, turning his 
eyes on his reſigned ſon, took up the ſacrificial knife. 
Now the eternal Father looked down on earth, and ſee- 
ing the probatory ſacrifice ſo near execution, he ſaid to the 


angels, who watch around the ſanctuary: Abraham has 


ſtood the ſevere trial; in obedience to me, he would not 
have ſpared his own ſon. Behold him ready with the ſa- 
cnficing inſtruments, Whom among yeu ſhall I ſend, to 
with-hold his arm, and carry him a renewal of my bene. 
diction. 8 

Eloah ſtepping forth, proſtrated himſelf at the throne : 
be it me. Jehovah, my heart overflows with joy, that thou 
reſtoreſt the ſon to the father; and his obedience thus rleh- 
ly recompenſeſt! O with what ecſtatic amazement will he 
liſten to the glad tidings ! O, thou Creator of all things, 
ſince man came from thy forming hands; ſince I ſaw the 
firſt human pair tread thy paradiſe in the beauty of the di- 
vine image, never has ſuch a benevolent joy for man ſo warm- 
ed my heart. O permit me to ſhoot to the earth, and to 
thy tried ſervant announce the word of life, which ſtands 
manifeſt in thy benign aſpect. 
N He 


„ 


He ſpake: and in the Deity's viſage reading his purport, 
the ſeraph inſtantly, with flight a thouſand times ſwifter 
than the whirl of the extreme ſpheres round the heaven of 
heavens, ſwift as the thoughts of cherubs, darted towards 
the earth. He had reached it, when Abraham flood as in- 
tranced, in a poſture for ilaying his fon, who bowed on the 
altar. Time to ſeraphs is not as to us; the interval which 
to man ſlides away unperceived, they fill up with grand at- 
chievments, Such was the ſeraph's inſtantaneous deicent, 
Over the patriarch flood God's reſplendent meſſenger, 
whoſe celeſtial eſſulgence diffuſed an ample glory round him; 
and now from the irradiated air he called: OE: 
Abraham, Abraham! The patriarch raiſed his kead, and 
ſeeing the heavenly form, ſtarted, and from his trembling . 
hand dropped the knife: but ſoon Eloah's benign looks re- 
moved the tumultuous impreſſions of his miley, and in- 
ſpired elevating hopes: for Abraham having proſtrated 
himſelf in religious awe, Elcah thus called to him: Riſe, 
thou bleſſed of the Lord, never didit thou from heaven re- 
ceive a more welcome meſſage: God has tried thine obedi- 
ence, and thou haſt proved it ſincere : in ſubmiſſion to his 
command, thou wouldit not have ſpared a beloved ſon ; of 
this thy devotedneſs to the divine will, that fon is now the 
reward, embrace him, Iſaac, ariſe; come from the altar, , 
and embrace thy father: praiſe God in effuſions of joy, of 
love. | . 
Ihe patriarch, riſing, with extended arms, and ſtream- 
ing eyes, heavenwards, wept gratitude and tranſport; his 
emotions precluded ſpeech; his paternal heart was too nar- 
row for the impetuous fluſh; yet ſhone his countenance 
With heavenly jovs. As a martvr, ſtedfaſt to facred truth, 
lingers under tortares, the rel;ef of immediate death being 
denied, till at length his vital powers exhauſted, his lan- 
g uorous eyes cloſe in the final leep, and the diſeucumbeted 
ſoul at once ſees itſelf releaſed, at once, amidſt the gratula- 
tory peans of exulting angels, that inebriated with the bliſs- 
ful change, with the commencement of beatitude, ſhe 
ſpeechleſs ſinks on the boſom of the raptured ſeraph who ar. 
tended her on earth. Little leſs tranſrorted was the affec- 
tionate father, when beyond all his hopes, and with ſuch 
auguſt 
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aug uſt circumſtances, and, as it were, from the ſhadow of 
death, his dear Iſaac was reftored to him. With redoubled 
| fondnefs he embraces the youth, who, Joſt in beholding the 
angel, obſerved not his father; exalted ideas dilate his rap- 
tured ſoul, and kneeling reſpeQtul, yet with ſteady eye, he 
viewed the radiant eſſence; the beautiful Ethanan he alſo 
ſaw hanging over hint with looks of applauſe ; ſoon he be- 
comes ſenſible of his father's fondneſs, and, as conſcious of 
breach of duty, delayed not the moſt impaſſioned returns, 
falls at his feet, riſes, and throwins his arms about him, 
kifſes away the tears from the patriarch's venerable cheeks ; 
then his ecſtacy gradually ſubſding, thus veated itſelf : Oh, 
father, from what ec ſtacy am I again fallen to carth! a 
change ſcarce ſup porta able, did it not reflore me to the em- 
braces and heavenly diſcourſe of parents whom I can never 
ſufficientiy honour? Already on*angels wings I ws ſoaring 
in the regions of light, in near approach to the Deity. 
This angel, ſo glorious, who has notified the Lerds graci- 
ous Pleaſure concerning us, is but one of the innumerable 
choirs, in whole bleſſed Tociety I was entering on an endleſs 
eternity. As I lay on the altar, at the frft gleam, which 
indicated the ſeraph's approach, O father, I rejdiced in af- 
{ured hope, chat the celeſtial ſpirits were come to conduct 
my ſoul to their reſidence ; on his nearer approach, I 1ma- 
gined even to hear the found of that chariot in which our 
pious forefather Enoch was taken up to heaven. My heart, 
I can atteſt it, leaped for joy: But my heart decaved me, 
and God has determined otherwiſe. I fee myſelf again in 


the fleſh ; yet, which greatly alleviates my concern, in thy 


embraces, Being yet not ripe for heaven, I muſt remain in 


this preparatory life, with couſtant devotion and piety. the 


better to be fitted for that of futurity. Hail, my much ho- 
noured father, to whom LI am thus miraculoufly reſtored ! 
thou earth alſo, hail | willingly from heaven do I retura te 
thee, as the God of heaven has ordaine : In all things 
concerning me, his ſacred will be done. 

Thus ſpoke the youth, now wholly intent on bis father, 
who thus addreſſed Eloah : en meſſonger, thou higheſt 
among Jehovah's minitte:s ! not tweeter fund the harps of 


angels, Prelade: of bliſs, to 5 expiring juſt, than thy de 
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ings to me! Oh, it darts new ſpirit throagh my whole 
frame ! never did 1 feel the life of the ſoul in ſuch power 
ever did my inward parts diſſolve in ſuch melting raptures ! 
O God Shaddai, how ſhall I thank thy loving kindnefs !* 
Can duſt thank the Sovereign of the cherubs ! What can I, 
| but to my kindred and ſtrangers, unwearied, make known 
„ thy mighty acts! Thy judgments ars a great deep ; let the 
= filence of an affected heart praife thee ; unutterable are thy 
BB glories ; rich art thou in merciss. O Jehovah, mighty and 
gractous haſt thou ſhawn thyſelf to the children of Adam! 
the proud thou ſtrikeſt down to the duſt, and the humble 
thou crowneſt with praiſe and honour. Thou makeſt tbe 
afflicted to ſhout for joy; thou ſetteſt the captive free. 
Thou makeſt the aged a mother of children; thou reſtoreſt 
that which was loſt ! I am now a ſecond time a father; and 
ſweeter is the name to my ears, than when Iſaac firlt liſped 
it. O bleſſed day ! of all others thou ſhalt be to me the 
chief feſtival. No ſuch happineſs did thy morning promiſe 
me; thou art the firſt of that happy life of my renewed 
youth, which this divine event preſages. O golden day, 
ſanctified be thou above all days; be every anniverſary of 
| thee ſignalized by ſome benehcent wonder; may ſmiling 
hours uſher thee in; may the ſun heighten thy luſtre with 
its brigheſt rays. On thee may a happy mother, before 
} mourning her ſterility, bring forth two comely boys, whoſe 
Vvirile years ſhal! increaſe her joy by valorous deeds ! on thee 
may the adventrous hero bring back the outrageous enemy's. 
| ſpoils : To the youth deliver the bride dear d; to fa- 
thers, fons. On thee may the voice of joy ring throughout 
the feſtive earth, Hail alſo Moriah ! where God has ſo 
wonderfally ſhewn his mercy to me ! ſtand thou a perpetual 
monument of his goodnels ; from thee may the exuberance. 
of God, like dew, deſcend on blooming Sharon; in remoteſt 
futurity ſhall angels reſort under thy umbrageous cedars, 
and ſometimes the divine preſence hover over thee, as brood- 
ed the creative ſpirit over the primeval chaos. | 
Abraham, having thus ſpoken, gazing around the awful 
ſpot, perceived a young ram with his horns entangled ina 
buſh. Pleaſed that he ſhould not depart without an act of 
formal worſhip, V haftens, and drags the reluctant creature 
| to 
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0 the altar. Whilſt with the ſmoke of the burnt-offering, 


aſcended the ſacrificer's grateful praiſes, Elhanan, with re- 
verential affection, thus beipoke the ſublime Etoah : 
Divine ſeraph, how 1 venerate thy benevelence co man, 
for his ſake to come down frem before the throne ! Never, 
no not when tkou waſt ameng the angelic choir, have I] ſeen 
thy face beam a more graceful imile, than at theſe affection- 
ate embraces of ſuch a fon and father. That they ate not 
vnworthy of thy regard, is weil known to thee. Intuition 
is thy ſuperior endowment ; a look makes known to thee 
more than a ſucceſſion of time gradually unfolds tome. Am 


i not happy in being Iſaac's guardian! how beautiful is 


human virtue in ſuch a form; how amiable the ſerenity of 
innocence ! My love of the youth deceives me, or Eloah 


has in charge freſh bleſſings for him, whick will be freſh 


joys to me, . | 

Eloah thus anſwered : Kindly ſeraph, what thou hopeft 
the wing of time is already bringing on Iſaac, ſo has the 
Lord written in the books of fate, ſhall to his deſcendants be 
the model of human happineſs. Hadſt not thou ſeen in 
Haran's plains a damſel comparatively to others as a roſe 
among the thorns ; aud well-principled as beautiful, of 
ſofteſt manners and elevated faculties : This peerleſs damſel 
is deſtined for thy ward; then behold the felicity of connu- 
dial love, founded on harmony of virtuous ſentiments, com- 
placent, decent, and permanent. Thus ſhall they form 
each other's joy. Farther, jehovah himſelf will viſit his 
dwelling; and the youth of heaven delight in thoſe man- 
ſions where the praiſes ef the Lord reſound from pure lips. 

Thus held the bleſſed ſpirits diſcourſe; and when the 


fume of the conſumed victim ceaſed to aſcend, Eloah, with 


auſpicious voice, again called to Abraham: | 

Abraham, hear the word of the Lord : Thus faith Jeho- 
vah, who in his right hand holdeth the heavens, and in hit 
left the worlds which move by his breath: By my felt I ſwear 


to thee, thy ſanctity being ſo pleaſing in my ſight, ſo pure 


from the common ways ot men, and fo unreſerved thy obe- 
dience, that, at my command, thou wouldſt have ſlain thy 
beloved fon : behold thy race thall be great and honourable 


before me, above all the generations of the carth ; innu- 
metable 
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merable as the ſtars of the heavens, or the ſands of the {e4 , 
it ſhall poſſeſs the gates of its enemies; it ſhall be called 
the choſen of the Lord, Yes, from thy ſeed ſhall ſalvation 
be derived to all the nations of the earth. Thus declares 
the God of deſtiny, whole promiſe ſtands immoveable as 


the mountain of the Lord. But can I hide from Abraham 


the good which my ſovereign has appointed for him : No, 
I will impart to him what ] have ſeen of futurity. Obſerve 
then, thou ble#[zd ef Jehovah, his wonderful dealings to- 
wards thee. Seven times was | permitted to look into 
God's ſunctuary; there on adamantine columns hang the 
golden tables of divine decrees ; and among many other 
events 1 read, that out of thy poiterity ſhall ariſe a King, 
furpaſing all the monarchs of the caſt in wiſdom and 1555 


nificence; he on this mount ſhall erect a ſtately temple 


Jehovah ; in it the glory of God fhall refide, vifſible wr 
man, till the Meſſiah come; then fhall all types be done 
away. On this conſecrated mount, where Ged had order- 
cd thee to facrihce Iſaac, the Mediator ſhall give himſelf as 
a piacular oblation for lapſed Adam's race; here ſhall the 
earth drink in his redee eming blood. Then rent ſhall be the 
eil which ſepatateth God from men; then the whole earth 
becomes no leſs conſecrated than this hill; God is reconcil- 
ed to all; alice preſent to all; and atl worſhiping him in 
{nirit and truth will he hear, Behold this is the branch 
from hy root, the preſent kope of che righ iteous, and in 
whom all the ends of the earth will one day bleſs them- 

ſelves : through him whem, from the foundation of the 
world, Jehovah choie as reſtorer of the earth, through him 
the Meſſiah ſhall the earth be renewed in its prunevel beau— 
ty : truth and peace ſhall defcend from heaven; the. deftart 
ſhall bloſiom as the roſe; to the ſandy wake fhail be given 
the glory of Lebanon, end the exgellency of lux 2719Us oha- 
ron; fereams of honey Mall be burſt from the reck, and fa- 
lier ſprings refreſh the parched wilde nes. Jo Sion God's 
elect ſhall reſort in jubilaat troops ; with cadiets joy and 
divine triumph ſhall they be ited; ; the voice of grief and 

pain ſhall no more be heard; Ihen icioice, ye heavens, 
and leap for joy, thou earth ine forth, pre-eminent above 
other ſtars, for the Lord Ichovah fis thy redeemer, 70 
| | ] have 
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[ have now imparted to thee, Abraham, theſe eyes ſaw in 
the books of irreverſible fururity, Hail favourite of heaven ! 
hail reſpectable anceſtor of the Meftah ! of man's falvation 


incarnate ! thine are the promiſes of God; thou dwelleſt 


under the ſhadow of the moſi High : angels cannot with 
thee more. 

The patriarch proſtrate, melting with reverence and jor, 
heardEloah's prophetic relation : cloſe to him lay Iſaac, re- 
joicing in his father's honour, and the redemption of his de- 
{:zeadants. Now Eloah raiſed himſelf beaven- wards on 
ſpreading his reſpleadene plumage, an air of fragrance filled 
the whole air. Already has he paſted the ſun ; Elhans * 
followed with rapid joy, and at every ſtar on which his eful- 
gence heamed, the expanſe rang with the melody of con- 


ratulating angels. 


W hilſr the patriarch remained, with his ſon, on Moriah, 


an ambroſial gale, effect of the celeſtial appearance, rvitled 
among the leaves: Of God's unſearchable ways, of is 
greatneſs, which paſfeth all knowledge, of his ſuperabun— 
dant goodneſs, and of their homage aud duties, they conver- 
fed. Then haſtening down the mountain, they returned to 
their attendants, whom allo the enlivening odours, eman- 
ing from the celeſtial eſſence, had ulled with new foys ; all, 

elate in ſpirit, iet out on their return to Matacc, and tHe 
way ſeemed to vaniſh under their feet. 


The End of CANT O III. 
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THE 
TRIAL of ABRAHAM. 


M N Oi. 


N the mean time Abraham's houſe was not without 
events well worthy of record. The muſe, who preſides 
over my ſong, ſaw thoſe events. What ſhe, propitious 
to my requelt, has in inſtructive viſions communicated to 
me, that I, conformably to her beheſt, again relate, that he 
Wa reads may admire the divine ways. | 
On the evening of that day when Abraham began his 
journey, Flapar's ſon was roving thro' Mamre's troitful 
fields, icones fitted for his ſportive years; and, indulging 
the moſt pleaſing reflections, entered the oaken grove. Here 
a lugubrious lound ſtartles him, like the ſobbing voice of 
bewailing diſtreſs ; he liſtens, ſtrongly affected, and more 
as he drew near, thinking within hunſelf, who can this be, 
that with heart-piercing lamentations diſturbs the happy 
place, where the noble-minded Abraham's unbounded liber- 
ality diffuſes contentment and chearfulneſs ! Are repining 
murmurs to be heard, where heaven's diſtinguiſhed favours 
ite protects and cheriſhes all wich ke -aventy goodneſs, where 
traces of the emperean Sovereign's appearance are ever 
ſcen ! By the modulation, it is the plaintive voice Of unhap- 
py love At may be of ſome ſorrowful father, for the un- 
timely death of an only and hopeful fon ! or of a bride for 


her ſpouſe, tora froin her arms by the ſudden outra e 85 


robbers, his doom harſh ſervitude in ſome cliſtant land! 

Whoever it be, it becomes me to give What: Mitance ] can; 
the proſperity wich Which my life is crowned {, is not to ex- 
clude compaſſi un for the afilicted. With ſoſt tread drawing 
near, within a cloſe ar bour he diſcovercd the perſon 3 
wham theſe moanings came: This was the Reward Eliezer, 
who had formerly Ke vn him a very tetider affeftion, 43 
when a traveller entering a track where nature diipiays a 


profuſion of paral "beauties, charmed with the fp! endid view . 5 
ar Te 
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and heedlefſs of his Reps, treads on an adder lurking amidſt 
tlie herbage, the irritated reptile twines round his leg; he 
ſtands aghaſt; the flowery ſcenes no longer attract his eye; 
and all he now fees is the adder menacing with its forky 
tongue: thus ſtood Iſhmael], chilled with grateful ſympathy, 
no longer regarding Mamre's uberous fields, ſcenes of his 
ſportive years, no longer indulged pleaſing recollections. 
Too well he knew this hoary friend, who wringing his 
hands, was abandoning himſelf to the extremity of grief. 
Not long he ſtayed, before his heart prompted him to go 
in, and offer what relief was in his power. He enters, and 
with courteous mein taking Eliezer by his trembling hand, 
thus enquired into the cauſe of ſach effuſe affliction. Fa- 
cher, what can have driven you from the chearful family to 
this lonely place, and hear to mourn thus! I can ſcarce be- 
Jieve it is you, from whom the delorous founds came which 
drew me hither ! ſurely it muſt be ſome dreadful woe! In 
theſe happy tents, on which ſo manifeſtly reſts the ſingular 
benediction of heaven, I conceived only joy to dwell. Let 
me entreat you, by all your former affection, diſburden your 
heart to me, and, at the ſame time, eaſe mine of a tortur- 
ing anxiety ; for this grief of your's certainly relates to 
the family. Eliezer anſwered : Grudge me not the ſlender 
comfort of the aftifted, to vent their mournings in retire, 
ment: after this morning all the remainder of my life 
will be given up to ſorrow. Dear youth, leave me, I pray 
thee, that, whilit it can be ſo, I may be the only mourner in 
this worthy family. Enquire no farther : once more 1 
requeſt thee to with draw ; for tity compaliion does not in 

the leaſt abate my affliction. HEN 
Iſhmael, ſtill more firuck with theſe words, again requeſt- 
ed to know the cauſe of his affliction, and urged his inſtan- 
ces with ſuch earneſtneſs, that the good Eliezer yielded to 
nis importunity, and related to him the divine apparition, 
God's command, and the purpoſe of Abraham's journey, 
. Overcome as with the terrcrs of God, Iſhmael threw him- 
ſelf on the ground, where he 1emaincd without ſpeech, and 
his eyes denied him theſe afſuaging tears, which wetted F.- 
liczer's withered checks. Such was his love to his brother, 
At length the tears burit ſorth; he joius in all Eliczer's la- 
= mentauons 
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mentations; his manly ſpirit is born down by anguiſh ; 
and it was not till emotions had ſpent e that he 
thus ſpoke to his fellow mourner : 


Eliezet, were it ever lawfu! to give way to grief, it would 
be for Liaac's deach: thou loſeſt in him the ſtaff of thy de- 
clining age ; and 1 an only brother, ſo knit to me, and 
whoſe heavenly temper I venerate no leſs than I love his 
perſon. Such is our loſs, if what thou feareſt be decreed in 
heaven: but I am not without hopes :  aad, indeed, with- 
Out theſe hopes, I ſhould fin again{t Providence, whick even 
unworthy I have fo often experienced, My 3 I truſt 


that all God's thoughts toward the houſe of Abraham, are 


thoughts of goodaels ; long yet fhall Iſaac praiſe him in 
the land of the livings We often think ourſelves in a maze 
of diſtreſs, without any iflue ; darkneſs ſurrounds us, the 
ſhidows of death take hold of us; and the Lord ſudgenly 
makes the datkneis light, and the maze a ſtreight open 
way, Thus have 1 often found kim in my hazardous life. 
Kneweſt thou how ke has guided, has preſerved me, thou 
would not hefitate to believe, that with fill more tender 


care will he preſerve the ſon of his promiſe, Would it be 


any alleviation to thine oppreſſed heart, for me to relate 


ſome | paſT:ges of: my lite, marked with particular tokens of 
the divine protection? 

At meſe kind words, the old man ſmoothed his brow, 
entreated him to cncourage his faith by ſach relation; and 
Iſhmael, not loſs withog tO gratify him, thus began : 

When my ſather, by divine command, intimated in a 
dream, diſmiſfed my mother Hagar, ſz took her way, lead- 
ing me by the hand, into the deſart of Bc >erſheba, often with 
tears Ic oking hack to the cots, where ſhe had lived fo com- 
fortably : and now no. hog but diſtreſs was before her; an 
inhoſpitable land, and ſhe an alien. Oft, ſighing, would 
ſne caſt a ceartul eye on me, and in tranſporcs of tenderneſs 
implore heaven's care. On the evening of the ſecond day, 
our water failed us, and the deſart afforded neither well, 
ſpring, nor ciſtern ; in vain we Iiftened for ſome fall of wa- 
ter, f om the cicft rock: imagine our deſpair. On the 
ſourth morning, my thirſt became tormenting 3; yet, 
not to increaſe my mothier's 3 a Hiction, I bore it 
in ſilence, and with much pain dragged myſelf along. 
| Hanging 
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hanging at her arm; till ſpent with anguiſn, and the heat 
of the noon-day ſun, I fell down under a blighted fig-tree, 
and by me fat down my mother: here | lay with arid meuth 
and parched entrails, my languid head refling on her bo- 
ſom. At length, poor woman, unable to bear the fight, ſhe 
ſtarted up, with a kind of wildneſs, and retiring to ſome di- 
ſtance, gave herſelf up to all the tranſports of a mother”; 
grief, How nigh was I apparer.tly to death! where then 
was the angel's chearing promiſe, given to my deſtitute mo- 
ther, that I ſhould be the father of a mighty people! Yet 
the Lord delivered me, and contuined the truth of his words, 
An angel appeared, even the ſame which had happened to 
us in Sur. I felt relief at the fight of the bleſſed eſſence, 
who thus ſpoke to my mother: Why mourncft thou thus, 
Hagar? To whom my mother: See, my Lord, chere is the 
child, who, by your promiſe, was tu be the father cf 2 migh- 
ty nation, dying for thirſt. I cannot ſce him die. The 
angel replied : Fear aot, Hagar: the wry of the child has 
reached Jehovah : take him up ; I again ſay he ſhall 1n- 
creale to a mighty people. So ſaying, he diſappeared. 
My mother's eyes were opened: Near her ſhe ſaw a ciſtern 
of water; with rapturous impatience ſhe carried me to it; 
ſhe filled our bottle, and l drank. We now travelled on 
chearfully; and there is no expreſſing my mother's endear- 
ments to me. She ſettled in fertile Paran, where, as I grew 
up, I became famous in archery, and lived by my bew, tilt 
the goodneſs of God gave me the aſſections of che people 
of Paran, wao choſe me for their chieftain; and my happt- 
neſs was crowned in a corjugal union wiih the amiable Baſ- 
math, And frequently lince, in various exigencies, in 


huntings, in encounters, I have received evident marks of 


an interpofing providence, to ſecure the accompliſhment of 
God's promiſe. In me, worthy Eliezer, Le encocraged 
never to faint in thy confidence, where (red has promiſed: 
{till aſſuredly expect a jon ful iſſue ; our truſt, where the en- 
1s good, is acceptable to God, even without the warrant ef 


a promiſe, and pot ſeldom the ie is feeu to foreſtall our 


A2ope.. A fevers triel is often flowed by a rich compenia- 
tion; the more valuable, for being thes acquired. This 
aries. up my tears, and revives my ſpitit. 5 ON 
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Thus converſed the generous youth and tender hearted 
old man, when a beam of hope irradiated Eliezer's heart; 
and ſorrow, expelled by Iſhmael's reaſoning, a while gave 
place to more tranquil motions. But now the evening's do- 
meſtic buſineſs required his attendance ; and Iſhmael re- 
mained alone; he had comforted Elieter, but friendſhip 


had given to his demeanour more caſe than he felt in his 


heart, To abate his friend's agony, he had feigned hopes 
correſpondent to his wiſh, but beyond what he could hope, 
and joining his hands with looks of deep afffiction he thus 
ſupplicated : God of my mother El Roe, who ſaweſt my 
miſery, and hearing the voice of my ſupplication, didſt de- 
liver me from death; O thou God of Abraham, hear me 
now, if ever thou h-ardit. the ej aculations of a proftrate 


_ trembling breaſt ; eraciovſly hear me, and turn not away 


thy face from my tupplication ; though thy decree draws 
ripening tears from my eyes. Behold, on Iſaac depends 
his tender mothers liſe, and all thy ſervant Abraham's 
conſolation; with that beloved youth will die all content- 
ment and quiet of mind within the good man's family; al- 
ſo his own powerful example, ſo attractive of imitation, in 
piety and the offices of worſhip. In him, if I mzy mention 
my concerns, I have the very belt friend, an only brother, 
and who may be a ſecond father to my children, when thou 
ſhalt call we to thy peace. With him falls the prop of He- 


ber's race and Canaan's glory; inceilant lamentations will 


waſte Sarah's few remaining days; the crown wither on his 
father's head, and the whole family ſank under ſuck a bur- 
den of afflictions. O ſpare this beloved child; how many 
lives are included in his | O he pleaſed to revoke this heart- 


rending command. Yes, Jehovah, if thou requireſt the 


blood of a beloved child, though my throbbing heart reco1ls 
at the offer, there is my dear ſinleſs Nabejoth, my firſt-born, 
his mother's joy, take him; and ſpare Iaac, that his aged 
father and mother's grey hairs go not with ſorrow tothe grave. 

Thus, from the fulneſs of his furcharg-d heart having 
prayed, he returned to the cattages. At the entrance of the 
tent, Nabajoth, with chil4-j:ke ipiightlineſs, came leap- 
ing towards him, and kiſſing his hand, and eagerly liſping, 
father, fathcr, father, Ihmac! tanz ine child in his arms, 
paſſionately 
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paſſionately kiſſed him. Here a tear dropped from his eye, 
as he, in mind, repeated his addtefs to God, aud again 


| * yet ene 
fully diſguiſed they then appichenſions, tell any lutpicien 
ſhould inficuate itſelf into Sarah's tranquil miud. She pal 
ed the days in quiet retirement, and ſome mort interyals of 
Gonverſation with Ifamae!, Iler conftant companion wes 
Keturab, of known fidelity, and leng experienced in do- 
meſtic concerns. Alto many of thoſe tender hours v hich 
ſhe uſed ts give to. Liaac, were now. beltowed on Ifhmnael'3 
fondling, who in Sarah's face miſſed not his careſſing mother. 
Thus had two ſerene days paſſed; but the dawn of the 
third morning, on the day of the ſacrifice, a viſion from the 
Lord preſented itſelf to Sarah in her fleep : ſhe ſtarts up, 
trembling, and haſiy called Returah and Lilith, who came 
with no leſs haſte, and anxious at ſo unexpected a call: 
Hear, and carefuily remember what | now declare to be the 
cauſe of this early call. I havejuit now had a dream, which 
ſtrangely troubles me. I was waking in the vale of Sharon, 
and, delighted with the lillies and roſes, roved to tke foot 
of Moriah, where I ſat down under an olive tree; when an 
angel from a bright cloud deſcended, with a cedar ſhcot in 
his kand ; he delivered it to be ſaving : Sarah, take this 
cedar, here plant it, and water it from tke brook Siloah ; 
under thy ſedulous tendence it ſhall riſe to the heavens, 
ſpread wide its ſhade, and amidſt its leaty brances ſhall the 
birds of the air neſtle. I had no ſooner let it, and watered 
it from Siloah, than, the fun ſhining on it, it roſe viſibly, 
and extended like a cedar of the Lurd on Lebanon. My 
heart overflowed with joy; I cunceived a love for the tree, 
equal to that of a mother for the Yor, of her barren years. 1 
was continually ander the ſhadow of 1ts boughs, and the 
height of its tufted top gave me infinite pleaſure. On a ſud- 
den, thunder ſhook the air, though cloudlets; and from the 
ſerene heavens iſſued a flaſn, Which entirely enveloped my 
favourite tree. | fled I know not how, til a little recover- 
ed, I ſat down and wept bicterly, for this extraordinary de- 
1 ſtruction 


goons — — 
« — ae. cw; a= 
r 
S — "= : 
8 
2 
K — — — — 


— W 


13 


fruétion of the tree ; hut venturing to Igok back, inftead 
Of 1:5 being reduced to an ath, as expected, it was ſtand- 
ing entire, and amidſt the u. cavenly fame 'ooked more beau- 
tikul than before, Me aHoniſuames ut awakened me. This 
is my dream, and much does it affect me. What can be 
the meaning of fo miraculous a repreſentation ! -An angel 
brings me ihe e-dar, recommends tame to be particularly 
car* tu) of it; and by a flrauge inclination, 1 grow as for d 
of it as a mother of her infant at the breaſt: Then in a 
clear and falt fxy, fie comes from heaven, and pours itſelf 
ail over the car, yet without ſo moch as damaging it. - A 
vonderſul viſion 1 Bur, Retorah, Ll new recolicet a ſaying 
of Iiaac'e, K hich he had from an angel, when at Haran; 
that many dark event: related to him, but the Lord was in 
them ail---What if the cedar in my dream fignified Iſaac, 
who indeed was given to me by a miracle from God? and 
hence it is 1 love him o ; but what ſad miſchance does this 


fre from heaven portend to my child? Oh my fond heart, 


how it heats! ] may be to timorous ; for in every promiſe 


Which we received from heaven, it is ſzid, the Lord is with 


Iſaac, Vet I cannot help trembling at the danger, in 
which his precious life may even now be involved. What 
direful ſtroke of ſare awaits my harmleſs child! Will ano- 
ther Tal witer thee to Adrameiech ! Art thou to be carried 
away by cruel! robbers, and 1; ola tor a fave, we know not 


Where oh greclous Haven forbid ! Bud perhaps the trials 


thou muſt I er go are of the Lord's appointment; much 
better is it to Fall | into his hands than thoſe of man! What- 
ever it be, the thouvkt of lizac's miſery pierces me deeper, 
than if that miſcry affected myielf alone. She eaded, and 
affectionate tears filled her eyes; when ſage Keturah, fa 
lenient words, thus anſwered { :- 

Dearetl lady, let not flening images, creatures of morn- 


2 ing ſleep, afſright SI. WE nec at 4 dream. Often 
phantoms of vapourith t2xture, Wichcat fubllance er conſe- 


QJERCE, have had tur an D peafalee of real 'ty, as if form- 


ed by ſome meditadee 1% 4s ut be thy dream connected 


with truth; grant it be ſent oy the Lord, to intimate Iſaac's 
future fate 3 ſhould jit not quict thee, that a groner certain 


ry than a viſion ſeen in icep ſecures thy fon's welfare; re- 
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peated promiſes, with miraculous eireumſtap ces. Iſaac fall 
live; from him ſhall ariſe the hope et mankind, the | 0:d's 
noted, the Reſtorer of all Fj * for this thou hait the 
u changeable word of God. Then ceaſe tus to offl & thy- 

lf ; LO this thy very dream encourages thee. Ton faweſt 
th ſo much layed ced:; ar, WRken inveloped by the heavenly 
fl. me, noc only entire, but with Prov ed ſg htlines is. 80 
every Tory Which God fhail nicaſe to lay on thy bleed for, 
will oniy ſerve to heighten e! lüſtte of his virtue, without 
any hurt to his per ion. 


Thus ſpoke Keturah; and the millky-tempered Lilith 
added her ſympathizing intreaties both 0 ined to remove 
their lady's uneafineſs; Land not « vithget luch ſucceſs, that 
Iſhmael, was Was made acquainted with ie dream, had lit 


tle diffic alty to! Keep the fond mother in a late of com oed 
expectation. | 


On the morning of the fifth day after ADren am's 9 
ture, Eliezer having withdrawn into the neighbouring fields, 


To pour forth his oraifons with the greater freedom „lis ear 
was ſtruck with a dull ſogand from the ftiſing ground e. 
wards Moriah, ws, of people naſtily advancing. IIe lit 
ed tranip: Ited, and dartiag thicker\ vard his eyz3, he, fler 
ſome time, through the diſtant wide, dilcern en three men, 
who f toon increased to tour, CINE o. i, WIL Pregipate ſte ps 
at the üght his heart beat With anxious hope aud fear alter- 
nately; he ſtood e usder che Hactgatiols of oppolite 
fenſaciont, ail viole Trembling g he viev/ed the travellers, 
till his heart alured } him of Abrahem's a! ranch: this being 
the day fixed for his return: but What arettin, if lſaac was 
not with him! 220 Was che N thought, but its 
weight decreaſed, When he pl unly diſtin, uinne d four berloas 
and an als. _—_ now haftens to inet them, and hobe ani- 
mates his ſtep. He came ro: unknown; Taac had efvied 
him, and came on before his father to rcjoi.e the good old 
man with his * 1 lence. When |iliezer law Haac, whom he 
had lamented as dead, haſtening towards him, he ſtood a 
while as fixe dt to the ground, with eyes heaven-wards,. till 
Joy again animating 
and long remained they filent 7 ach other's warm em- 
braces, till Abraham coming vp, ta“ ceſtaſisd Eliezer thus 
raiſed his voice: Or 


1 ' 8 
him, he ran to meet the eager youth; 


1337 J. 


Oh bleſſed day! of all my days the moſt bleiſed ! be thon 
ever dee e to the J. ord, Wo has brought him back! 
RL, joy fr) J hour! hat! bright morning, which giveſt me 

gain te fee him. who 1 feared was gone Whencs none re- 
inch, into that tenebrous bo where the light 1 as dark. 


— 


— * — 
4 — 

* 

— — — * 

8 


3 „ 
— — — — — 


— 


* — 
1 
- * 
7 * — . 
a — 
2 
2% N 


neſs! And do ] in rea vH y MITRE THEE [07 39 3089.8 
7 dream {---Oh, it is thou thy fe „ deareſt Jaac---Yes, it is 
on, thy ſincere ſmile and lovely Rc E. yes, we again ſee cach 
| other, What wonder of Providence has preferved thee 

By what means has Jehovah, in the tiches of his goodneſs, 


* 
1 
; } 3 | ; 3 Ds 1 
0 5 rendered My apprehenſions vain, and felieved my unbeliev- 


1 ing heart? 
: | | "Worthy eee anſwered Iſaac, ſuſpend thy kind deſire 
a while : When 1 have paid m y duty to my mother, thou 
malt hear 21! the ore: © thing which the Lord hath done 
for us, and we will join in 2 ſong of praiſe to Abraham's 
(3od vrho is fo wonderful in is Ways, and ſo rich in his 

od nes. | | 

Elierer now withdrgw his arms from the youth, and turn- 
ing to Abraham, bowed three times to the earth, bleſſing 


his lerd wy O taking 5 by the hand, pre ſied ut with be- 


lord, 8 
I igen fan JUrILY „ hic 1 hen r1tency the 01d man's jov. As 
they Kent en, 4 ſhave Was diipatcked o Sarah with the tid- 

ings of cheir return; on which ſhe haſtened to the end of 
te avinue of palm trees at ile front of the tent. Iſaac 
eint Fer advancing, her cauutenance all fluſhed with joy, 
and cager to ret ive him ia her arms; now. firft, with ant- 

49 waled Poe aſure, felt the ic Rigution ny eerthly life. The 

1 | f.-ht of his fond mother immer ly effaced from his ſoft 
mind the ſplendor of celeiti:.: I as: never with ſuch rap- 


% 


had ne town indo Sara b's emb race, never ſo ardently 

1:8 tranſports, and 

in Abraham's r an . beyond whatever 
ſhe had fern before. Shy mach now Caine to meet ther and 
Having wich tefpectfal affecticn taluted Kin father, he with 
familiar cordiality embraced his brother, As Jacob, at Ha- 
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1 
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is Heart to her's. She onjerved:! 
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ran's well, when he underſtood that the beautiful ſhephnerd- 
ef. of ſuch courieons demeanor was Bethuel's daughter, told 


her that he was Kibkah's fon, and with enamoured heart 
#Red the abaſhed fair; io embraces iſhcael his brother, 
| With 


589 


ich tranſports ef pious gratitude, that God had heard ha: 
player, yet ſpared his dear Na abajoth ! 

They now move towards the tent, amidſt the congratula- 
tory homages of the domeſtics, Ar the entrance ſtood 
Keturah and Timnah, with Azael, Iſaac's favour- 
ite, reſpectfully exprefiing their joy. Being entered in- 
to ch e hall, two ſervants attended to waſh their feet, Whilſt 
ative Lilith prepared the table, No ſooner was ihe repalt 
ended, than Sarah thus addreiled her lord: 

Now, my dear huſband, teil me what joyful news you 
bring from Lien : for in your augult countenance, in the 
fire of your eyes, | plainly read that great are the things 
which you have ſeen; and lam impatient to hear whatever 
concerns yourſelf and the child. 

Ifaac, with filial fondaefs, ſat holding his mother's hand, 
ard Abraham entered on the relation of his trial, and its 
happy iflue ; how God Shaddai had ordered him to facrifice 
J{aac, and how, out of concern for Sarah, he had conceal- 
ed the order from her, and revealed it to Eliezer alone the 
fevere conflict he had undergone, before he could bring na- 
ture to due reitgnation ; how he built an altar on Moriah ; 
now willingly Iſaae had ſubmited to his apparent fate, and 
now he even placed himielf on the altar; laſtly, how, when 
on the point ot giving the fatal firoxe, an angel called to 
Alt m, Rtgnifying that the Lord was satisfied with his intended 
Obedience, and proclaimed new blefings to his family, 


Theſe events he related with an energy becoming their im- 


ortance; and during the affecting narrative, Sarah reclin- 
ed her face againſt that ef Ilaac, ſometimes with glowing 
cheeks, ſometimes quite pale, but tears continually dropping; 
often ſhe kitied him, often Preſled him to her heart; then 
lillencd with earne n eye: but when in the courſe of the nar- 
rative the patriarch came to the ſacrifice, and Iſaac's refigna- 
tion, her heart diſſolved within her, a ſtream of tears guſh- 
ed from her eyes, and ſhe ſunk on her ſon's neck, as faint- 
ing; and he affect ionately Kifled of the tears from her ſad- 
ed cheek, Dear mother, how great is thy love of me! to 
weep enly at the idea of my death ! oh let not that ſweet 
heart ſo afflict itſelf ! j am reſtored to yu you have me in 
your arms, 1 am N ing a your tears. 
Sarah 
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Before the beginning of days t hy face 
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Sarah recovering, looked up and ſmiled at Tſaac's re curn 
of fondneis, chen defired Abraham to forgive the interrupti- 
on. He continued the ſublime relation, and all Szrah's 
ſorrow was loſt in exultation, on hearing the angel's bene- 
diction ; her throbbing heart leaped in praiſe £9 God her 
ſparkling eyes fixed on her huſband, who thus concluded 
the intereſting relation: | I: 

Behold how God has graciouſly averted the {ad deſtiny 
which we conceived to hang over us, and which I felt as pre- 
ſent ; he has turned our tears into delight t and our ſighs in- 
to thankſgiving, Let ns praiſe him, my beloved ſpon!» 3 
praiſe him al] ye who hezr my words ; while ye live pr lite 
him in your words and actiens; for it is he who hath deli- 
vered our life from death, our foul from deſpair, and hath 
crowned us with glory and blefiedneſs. - 

Sarah, as raptured by the lute's in ſpiring ſcrings, takes up 
the grateful] theme. and opens her li ps in Aeris of praiſe 
to the merciſul God of Abraham trom whon ſhe now re- 
ceived Iſaac a feccnd time: e 

Yes, I will praiſe kim, ad magnify his name : every 
day, O my God, will I praile ch nee, and magnify thy name, 
thy good neſs and thy truth endure for ever; 
the earth, with all the generations thereof, is fall of thy 


mercies ; but to none haſt thon Oy thyſelf known as to 


f 


the ſeed of Heber, Thou choſeſt Abrabam, to fhew thy 
loving kindneſs through him, a; 330 all the ends of the eafth. 

Faithfel and gracious is the Lord ; therefore ſnall every 
thing that bath life praiſe him; his moſt hidden ways are 
all in equity and good neſs. C God, then fawel my mitery, 
before 1 had any Teaſe of it ; my tears, my d: eſala tion, my 
diſtreſs at the death of Iſaac, were prelent to thee ; thou 

hadſt pity on me, and badeſt his live, Therefore does my 
heart thank thee ; therefore 20g [ to thee the offerings of 
my lips; for thou, O Lord, art my ſalvation. Now would 
] not TA : I would live and declare thy works to liaac's 
offspring. Iſaac is a tree planted by the hand of Jehovan : 
he ſhall grow up, and flouriſh before the Lord ; hike Zion, 
which cannot be moved, an! wiole verdure fadeth not, 

WAS WR! ds him, and 
thou anointediſt him as thy choſen, O Lord, ia thee 70 85 
truſt, 
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troſt, for of thy gecdneſs the eis no end, and thy covenant 
ſtandeth ſure as te mighty bills. Praticd be thy names ; 
Heng, glory, and wo! ip be unte thee, O God, for ever 
Awake , CVErT.Y lüte 4 90 FAIL „ Ge v4 AK aa voie 2 in Abr atom 4 
bleſſed family ; awake, ang chaunt jehovah's ooodnels,”” 
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Jus 1p0 * ne dieinely ectohea, and the hearts of a: 
preſent caught ihe noble ame. 

Now vg vrateſy? patrlarch gave directions for a fefial 
offering, at WHICH all his cepenclnts wee folemniy to pre- 
fent themſelves, with {0872 ot proves beiore the God who 
had hen Wonderful leving Ladnels to him on Moriah. 


SHEDS 4,99 Oy YALE 87> ge wOK Re © a K 8 
Fire Tre m neabsen, IR Ken 931 Jiꝓvinc accepience, kind ed. 


the offerinp ; the air rang nmͤ acclaims and hymns fiom 
Abfahlam's de pen Ces; allem ally jeining iu the devotl- 
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